


He is Risen! 

The Historicity of the Resurrection



1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures; And that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures: 



Romans 4:24-25 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. 

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. 

Romans 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. 



Resurrection



This basic tenet of human existence and 
experience is accepted as axiomatic throughout 
the ancient world; once people have gone by 
the road of death, they do not return. . . . 
“Resurrection” was not one way of describing 
what death consisted of. It was a way of 
describing something everyone knew did not 
happen: the idea that death could be reversed, 
undone, could (as it were) work backwards. Not 
even in myths was it permitted.

NT Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God



Of all the world's religions, Christianity alone 
purports to be based on the resurrection of its 
divine founder. No other religion or worldview 
makes such an audacious and consequential 
claim. . . . The resurrection of Jesus is at the 
center of the Christian worldview and Christian 
devotion. The Gospels do not end with the 
death of Jesus but speak of an empty tomb, of 
His appearances and of a commission by a risen 
Jesus.

Douglas Groothuis



Sura 2:23  And if ye are in doubt as to what We have 
revealed from time to time to Our servant, then 
produce a Sura like thereunto; and call your witnesses 
or helpers (If there are any) besides Allah, if your 
(doubts) are true

Moroni 10:4-5 And when ye shall receive these things, 
I would exhort you that ye ask of God, the Eternal 
Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not 
true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real 
intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth 
of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost. And by 
the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of 
all things



1 Corinthians 15:12-18 Now if Christ be preached that 
He rose from the dead, how say some among you that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no 
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses 
of God; because we have testified of God that He raised 
up Christ: whom He raised not up, if so be that the 
dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished. 



The Resurrection of Messiah 
Prophesied in OT



Psalms 16:8-11 I have set the LORD always 
before Me: because He is at My right hand, I 
shall not be moved. Therefore My heart is glad, 
and My glory rejoiceth: My flesh also shall rest 
in hope. For Thou wilt not leave My soul in 
hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to 
see corruption. Thou wilt shew Me the path of 
life: in Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.



Acts 2:22-32 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised 
up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that He 
should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning Him, I foresaw the Lord 
always before My face, for He is on my right hand, that I should not be 
moved: Therefore did My heart rejoice, and My tongue was glad; moreover 
also My flesh shall rest in hope: Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, 
neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made 
known to Me the ways of life; Thou shalt make Me full of joy with Thy 
countenance. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us 
unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, He 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the 
resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither His flesh did 
see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.



The Resurrection of Messiah 
Prophesied by Messiah



Lord, Liar, or Lunatic



Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, 
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

Matthew 17:9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged 
them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again 
from the dead. 

Matthew 17:22-23 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, 
The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: And they shall kill 
Him, and the third day He shall be raised again. And they were exceeding 
sorry. 

Matthew 20:18-19 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall 
condemn Him to death, And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise again. 

Matthew 26:32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 



Mark 8:31 And He began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 

Mark 9:9-10 And as they came down from the mountain, He charged them that they 
should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the 
dead. And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what 
the rising from the dead should mean. 

Mark 9:31-32 For He taught His disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is 
delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill Him; and after that He is killed, He 
shall rise the third day. But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask 
him. 

Mark 10:33-34 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be 
delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn Him to 
death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles: And they shall mock Him, and shall 
scourge Him, and shall spit upon Him, and shall kill Him: and the third day He shall rise 
again. 

Mark 14:28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. 



Luke 9:22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 

Luke 18:31-34 Then He took unto Him the twelve, and 
said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets concerning the 
Son of man shall be accomplished. For He shall be 
delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and 
spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall 
scourge Him, and put Him to death: and the third day 
He shall rise again. And they understood none of these 
things: and this saying was hid from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken. 



John 2:19-22 Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, 
Forty and six years was this temple in 
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days? But He spake of the temple of His 
body. When therefore He was risen from 
the dead, His disciples remembered that 
He had said this unto them; and they 
believed the Scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said. 



Historical Evidences of the Resurrection



Another avenue comes from the regular use of different tools and rules used by 
historians and others to recognize the occurrence of past historical facts. These 
are often called the criteria of authenticity. Here are six of these that help 
explain how scholars come to this kind of agreement:

1) Some events are established by the reliable testimonies from people who were close 
to or who even participated in the events.

2) Sometimes the witnesses reported these things very soon afterwards, rather than 
waiting years to do so.

3) On other occasions, these events are attested by two or even more independent 
sources.

4) Sometimes, enemies who actually oppose the occurrences and would have preferred 
that they had not happened, might agree that they nonetheless did so.

5) Or the accounts may be told in a way that is so embarrassing to those telling it, or to 
their loved ones or their cause, that the best explanation for them saying it is simply that 
it’s the truth.

6) Another test preferred by some scholars is the result of an event fitting well with or 
exhibiting similarities to other occurrences that are known to have occurred (coherence).



There are several facts that most historians agree 
upon:

1. Jesus Christ lived and was crucified.
2. Jesus Christ was buried and His tomb was 
discovered empty.
3. A variety of witnesses claimed to have met Jesus 
after His death.
4. His disciples believed that Jesus had been raised 
from the dead.

As NT Wright explains, “the historian must therefore 
ask why the early Christians made this claim about 
Jesus, and why they reordered their lives accordingly.”



Eyewitnesses of the Resurrection



Matthew 28:1-7 In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 
And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His 
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men. And the angel answered and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, 
as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And 
go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead; and, behold, He goeth before you into Galilee; 
there shall ye see Him: lo, I have told you. 



Mark 16:1-9 And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet 
spices, that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in 
the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among 
themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of 
the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone 
was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into the 
sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And 
he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place 
where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter 
that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him, as 
He said unto you. And they went out quickly, and fled from the 
sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they 
any thing to any man; for they were afraid. 



Luke 24:1-11 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which 
they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found 
the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they 
were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their
faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how He 
spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. And they remembered His words, And 
returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the 
eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, 
which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed 
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 



John 20:1-9 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre. Then she runneth, and 
cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out 
of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him. 
Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to 
the sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other disciple 
did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he 
stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet 
went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and 
went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, And the 
napkin, that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes, 
but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also that 
other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, 
and believed. For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that He 
must rise again from the dead. 



First Eyewitnesses to the Empty Tomb

Mary Magdalene
Mary, the mother of James and Joseph

Salome, the wife of Zebedee
Joanna, the wife of Chuza

unnamed women

John, son of Zebedee
Simon Peter



“When you understand the role of women in first-century Jewish society, 
what's really extraordinary is that this empty tomb story should feature 
women as the discoverers of the empty tomb in the first place. Women were 
on a very low rung of the social ladder in first-century Israel. There are old 
rabbinical sayings that said, 'Let the words of Law be burned rather than 
delivered to women' and 'blessed is he whose children are male, but woe to 
him whose children are female.' Women's testimony was regarded as so 
worthless that they weren't even allowed to serve as legal witnesses in a 
Jewish court of Law. In light of this, it's absolutely remarkable that the chief 
witnesses to the empty tomb are these women... Any later legendary 
account would have certainly portrayed male disciples as discovering the 
tomb - Peter or John, for example. The fact that women are the first 
witnesses to the empty tomb is most plausibly explained by the reality that -
like it or not - they were the discoverers of the empty tomb! This shows that 
the Gospel writers faithfully recorded what happened, even if it was 
embarrassing. This bespeaks the historicity of this tradition rather than its 
legendary status." 

Dr. William Lane Craig, quoted by Lee Strobel, The Case For Christ, Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1998, p. 293



In 1963, the body of fourteen-year-old Addie Mae Collins, one of four 
African-American girls tragically murdered in an infamous church 
bombing by white racists, was buried in Birmingham, Alabama. For years 
family members kept returning to the grave to pray and leave flowers. In 
1998, they made the decision to disinter the deceased for reburial at 
another cemetery.

When workers were sent to dig up the body, however, they returned with 
a shocking discovery: The grave was empty. Understandably, family 
members were terribly distraught. 

Hampered by poorly kept records, cemetery officials scrambled to figure 
out what had happened. Several possibilities were raised, the primary 
one being that her tombstone had been erected in the wrong place.

Yet in the midst of determining what happened, one explanation was 
never proposed: Nobody suggested that young Addie Mae had been 
resurrected to walk the earth again. Why? Because by itself an empty 
grave does not a resurrection make.





Matthew 27:63-64 Saying, Sir, we remember 
that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
After three days I will rise again. Command 
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until 
the third day, lest his disciples come by night, 
and steal him away, and say unto the people, He 
is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be 
worse than the first. 



Matthew 28:11-15 Now when they were going, 
behold, some of the watch came into the city, 
and shewed unto the chief priests all the things 
that were done. And when they were assembled 
with the elders, and had taken counsel, they 
gave large money unto the soldiers, Saying, Say 
ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him 
away while we slept. And if this come to the 
governor's ears, we will persuade him, and 
secure you. So they took the money, and did as 
they were taught: and this saying is commonly 
reported among the Jews until this day. 



JEWISH CLAIM:  The Disciples Stole The Body

If this were the case, the disciples would have known the 
resurrection was a hoax. They would not therefore have been so 
willing to suffer and die for it. 

All of the professed eyewitnesses would have known that they 
hadn’t really seen Christ and were therefore lying. With so many 
conspirators, surely someone would have confessed, if not to end 
his own suffering then at least to end the suffering of his friends 
and family. The first generation of Christians were absolutely 
brutalized, especially following the conflagration in Rome in A.D. 64 
(a fire which Nero allegedly ordered to make room for the 
expansion of his palace, but which he blamed on the Christians in 
Rome in an effort to exculpate himself).





“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures 
on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the 
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered 
the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous 
superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not 
only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where 
all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find 
their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first 
made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an 
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of 
firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort 
was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they 
were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were 
doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, 
when daylight had expired.” 

Annals, XV, 44



Nero illuminated his garden parties with 
Christians whom he burnt alive. Surely 
someone would have confessed the truth 
under the threat of such terrible pain. The 
fact is, however, we have no record of any 
early Christian denouncing the faith to end 
his suffering. Instead, we have multiple 
accounts of post-resurrection appearances 
and hundreds of eyewitnesses willing to 
suffer and die for it.



2 Corinthians 11:23-28 Are they ministers of Christ? (I 
speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, 
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in 
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; In weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those 
things that are without, that which cometh upon me 
daily, the care of all the churches. 



1 Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow 
we die. 



Hallucination? 



“Jesus gets buried by Joseph of Arimathea. Two of Jesus’ 
family members are upset that an unknown Jewish leader has 
buried the body. In the dead of night, these two family 
members raid the tomb, taking the body off to bury it for 
themselves. But Roman soldiers on the lookout see them 
carrying the shrouded corpse through the streets, they 
confront them, and they kill them on the spot. They throw all 
three bodies into a common burial plot, where within three 
days these bodies are decomposed beyond recognition. The 
tomb then is empty. People go to the tomb, they find it empty, 
they come to think that Jesus was raised from the dead, and 
they start thinking they’ve seen him because they know he’s 
been raised because his tomb is empty.”

Craig, William Lane and Ehrman, Bart. “Is There Historical Evidence for the 
Resurrection of Jesus? A Debate between William Lane Craig and Bart D. Ehrman.”



* The Roman guards would have been killed for letting 
the corpse go missing; they would not think of putting 
Jesus’ body into a common grave, for that would 
guarantee their death. 
* It fails to give a clear explanation of why people start 
thinking they’ve seen Christ after his death.

The simplest theory to explain how people could have 
witnessed the risen Jesus is that Jesus did in fact rise 
from the dead.



Eyewitnesses to the Risen Jesus



John 20:10-18 Then the disciples went away again unto their own 
home. But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she 
wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And seeth
two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the 
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, 
why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him. And when 
she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, 
and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing Him to be the 
gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, tell me 
where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus saith unto 
her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to 
say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch Me not; for I am not yet 
ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your 
God. Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord, and that He had spoken these things unto her. 



Matthew 28:8-10 And they departed 
quickly from the sepulchre with fear and 
great joy; and did run to bring His disciples 
word. And as they went to tell His disciples, 
behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
And they came and held Him by the feet, 
and worshipped Him. Then said Jesus unto 
them, Be not afraid: go tell My brethren 
that they go into Galilee, and there shall 
they see Me. 



Mark 16:9-14 Now when Jesus was risen early the first 
day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom He had cast seven devils. And she went 
and told them that had been with Him, as they 
mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard 
that He was alive, and had been seen of her, believed 
not. After that He appeared in another form unto two 
of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 
And they went and told it unto the residue: neither 
believed they them. Afterward He appeared unto the 
eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with 
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen Him after He was 
risen. 



Luke 24:12-19 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and 
stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, 
and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to 
pass. And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village 
called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore 
furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had 
happened. And it came to pass, that, while they communed 
together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with 
them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know 
Him. And He said unto them, What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 
And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said 
unto Him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not 
known the things which are come to pass there in these days? 
And He said unto them, What things? And they said unto Him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people: 



Luke 24:20-27 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered 
Him to be condemned to death, and have crucified Him. But we 
trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel: 
and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were 
done. Yea, and certain women also of our company made us 
astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And when they 
found not His body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a 
vision of angels, which said that He was alive. And certain of 
them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it
even so as the women had said: but Him they saw not. Then He 
said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself. 



Luke 24:28-37 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
went: and He made as though He would have gone further. But 
they constrained Him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent. And He went in to tarry with 
them. And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with them, He took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their 
eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He vanished out of 
their sight. And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn 
within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He 
opened to us the Scriptures? And they rose up the same hour, 
and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is 
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told what 
things were done in the way, and how He was known of them in 
breaking of bread. And as they thus spake, Jesus Himself stood in 
the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But 
they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had 
seen a spirit. 



Luke 24:38-48 And He said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My 
feet, that it is I myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see Me have. And when He had thus 
spoken, He shewed them His hands and His feet. And while they 
yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, Have 
ye here any meat? And they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, 
and of an honeycomb. And He took it, and did eat before them. 
And He said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Psalms, concerning Me. Then opened He their 
understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures, And 
said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are 
witnesses of these things. 



John 20:19-21 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of 
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, 
He shewed unto them His hands and His side. Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them 
again, Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send 
I you. 

John 20:24-26 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said 
unto Him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I 
shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put My finger into 
the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not 
believe. And after eight days again His disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 



John 20:27-31 Then saith He to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be 
not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered 
and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. Jesus 
saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed. And many other 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, 
which are not written in this book: But these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through His name.



Acts 1:1-3 The former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach, Until the day in which He was taken 
up, after that He through the Holy Spirit had 
given commandments unto the apostles whom 
He had chosen: To whom also He shewed 
Himself alive after His passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God:



by many infallible proofs - Πολλοις τεκμηριοις ; by many proofs of 
such a nature, and connected with such circumstances, as to render 
them indubitable; for this is the import of the Greek word τεκμηριον . 
The proofs were such as these:

1. Appearing to several different persons at different times.

2. His eating and drinking with them.

3. His meeting them in Galilee according to his own appointment.

4. His subjecting his body to be touched and handled by them.

5. His instructing them in the nature and doctrines of his kingdom.

6. His appearing to upwards of five hundred persons at once, 1Co 15:6. 

7. Continuing these public manifestations of himself for forty days



Acts 1:4-11 And, being assembled together with them, commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me. For John 
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel? And He said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power. But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when He had 
spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. 



Acts 9:1-6 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound 
unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished 
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do.



1 Corinthians 15:3-8 For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures; And that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures: And that He was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve: After that, He was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen 
of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all 
He was seen of me also, as of one born out of 
due time. 



Eyewitnesses to the Risen Jesus

Mary Magdalene
Mary, the mother of James and Joseph

Salome, the wife of Zebedee
Joanna, the wife of Chuza

other women

Cleopas and friend
The Apostles

The 500
James

Saul/Paul of Tarsus



The several appearances of Jesus Christ during the forty days between His resurrection 
and ascension:

The first was to Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, Matthew 28:1-9.

The second, to the two disciples on their way to Emmaus, Luke 24:15.

The third, to Simon Peter, Luke 24:34.

The fourth, to ten of the apostles, Thomas being absent, Luke 24:36, and John 20:19. 
(All these four appearances took place on the day of His resurrection.)

The fifth was to the eleven disciples, Thomas being then with them, John 20:26.

The sixth, to seven of the apostles in Galilee, at the sea of Tiberias, John 21:4.

The seventh, to James, 1Corinithians 15:7, most probably in Jerusalem, and when 
Jesus gave an order for all His apostles to assemble together, as in Acts 1:4.

The eighth, when they were assembled together, and when He led them unto 
Bethany, Luke 24:50, from whence He ascended to heaven. 



Lying? 
Miracle?



The First Line of Evidence for Christ's resurrection

To begin with, we have demonstrably sincere eyewitness testimony. Early 
Christian apologists cited hundreds of eyewitnesses, some of whom documented 
their own alleged experiences. Many of these eyewitnesses willfully and 
resolutely endured prolonged torture and death rather than repudiate their 
testimony. This fact attests to their sincerity, ruling out deception on their part. 
According to the historical record (The Book of Acts 4:1-17; Pliny’s Letters to 
Trajan X, 97, etc) most Christians could end their suffering simply by renouncing 
the faith. Instead, it seems that most opted to endure the suffering and proclaim 
Christ’s resurrection unto death.

Granted, while martyrdom is remarkable, it is not necessarily compelling. It does 
not validate a belief so much as it authenticates a believer (by demonstrating his 
or her sincerity in a tangible way). What makes the earliest Christian martyrs 
remarkable is that they knew whether or not what they were professing was 
true. They either saw Jesus Christ alive-and-well after His death or they did not. 
This is extraordinary. If it was all just a lie, why would so many perpetuate it 
given their circumstances? Why would they all knowingly cling to such an 
unprofitable lie in the face of persecution, imprisonment, torture, and death?



While the September 11, 2001, suicide hijackers undoubtedly 
believed what they professed (as evidenced by their willingness to 
die for it), they could not and did not know if it was true. They put 
their faith in traditions passed down to them over many 
generations. In contrast, the early Christian martyrs were the first 
generation. Either they saw what they claimed to see, or they did 
not.

Among the most illustrious of the professed eyewitnesses were the 
Apostles. They collectively underwent an undeniable change 
following the alleged post-resurrection appearances of Christ. 
Immediately following His crucifixion, they hid in fear for their lives. 
Following the resurrection they took to the streets, boldly 
proclaiming the resurrection despite intensifying persecution. 
What accounts for their sudden and dramatic change? It certainly 
was not financial gain. The Apostles gave up everything they had to 
preach the resurrection, including their lives.



A second line of evidence concerns the conversion of certain key 
skeptics, most notably Paul and James. Paul was of his own 
admission a violent persecutor of the early Church. After what he 
described as an encounter with the resurrected Christ, Paul 
underwent an immediate and drastic change from a vicious 
persecutor of the Church to one of its most prolific and selfless 
defenders. Like many early Christians, Paul suffered 
impoverishment, persecution, beatings, imprisonment, and 
execution for his steadfast commitment to Christ’s resurrection.

James was skeptical, though not as hostile as Paul. A purported 
post-resurrection encounter with Christ turned him into an 
inimitable believer, a leader of the Church in Jerusalem. We still 
have what scholars generally accept to be one of his letters to the 
early Church. Like Paul, James willingly suffered and died for his 
testimony, a fact which attests to the sincerity of his belief (see The 
Book of Acts and Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews XX, ix, 1).



Evidences

Change in the Disciples
Change in James, Jude, and Paul

Women Are Recorded As First Witnesses
Multiple Attestations

Faith in the Resurrection Took Root in Jerusalem
Lack of Tomb Veneration

Jewish Response Assumes An Empty Tomb 
The Center of Church Preaching



It is quite clear that without the belief in the 
resurrection, the Christian faith could not have come 
into being. The disciples would have remained crushed 
and defeated men. Even had they continued to 
remember Jesus as their beloved teacher, His 
crucifixion would have forever silenced any hopes of 
His being the Messiah. The cross would have remained 
the sad and shameful end to His career. The origin of 
Christianity therefore hinges on the belief of the early 
disciples that God had raised Jesus from the dead….
Now the question becomes: What caused that belief? 
As R. H. Fuller says, even the most skeptical critic must 
presuppose some mysterious X to get the movement 
going. But what was that X?…



Clearly, it would not be the result of Christian influences, for 
at that time there was no Christianity….But neither can 
belief in the resurrection be explained as a result of Jewish 
influences…. The Jewish conception of resurrection differed 
in two important, fundamental respects from Jesus’ 
resurrection. In Jewish thought the resurrection always (1) 
occurred after the end of the world, not within history, and 
(2) concerned all the people, not just an isolated individual. 
In contradistinction to this, Jesus’ resurrection was both 
within history and of one person…. The disciples, therefore, 
confronted with Jesus’ crucifixion and death, would only 
have looked forward to the resurrection at the final day and 
would probably have carefully kept their master’s tomb as a 
shrine, where His bones could reside until the resurrection.



The mysterious X is still missing. According to C. F. D. Moule of 
Cambridge University, here is a belief nothing in terms of previous 
historical influences can account for. He points out that we have a 
situation in which a large number of people held firmly to this belief, 
which cannot be explained in terms of the Old Testament or the 
Pharisees, and that these people held onto this belief until the Jews 
finally threw them out of the synagogue. According to Professor 
Moule, the origin of this belief must have been the fact that Jesus 
really did rise from the dead: “If the coming into existence of the 
Nazarenes, a phenomenon undeniably attested by the New Testament, 
rips a great hole in history, a hole of the size and shape of the 
resurrection, what does the secular historian propose to stop it up 
with?… The birth and rapid rise of the Christian Church… remain an 
unsolved enigma for any historian who refuses to take seriously the 
only explanation offered by the Church itself.” The resurrection of Jesus 
is therefore the best explanation for the origin of the Christian faith. 

Dr. William Lane Craig



Further, every book of the New Testament is based upon the 

conviction that Christ rose from the dead. If He never did, why 

were those twenty-seven books written in the first place? And 

why would the apostles face the hostility and persecution of the 

Jewish leaders by attempting to found a new movement based 

on the teachings of a condemned criminal? Why would they 

continue to follow and speak about a man who was obviously a 

fraud or worse, in a man who made predictions about His own 

resurrection from the dead that never came true?

Finally, on what basis would the apostles proclaim this same 

dead person—who did not resurrect—as God, when their entire 

religious training had taught them, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 

God is one Lord”? In other words, what would cause devout 

Jews to widely preach blasphemies that went against the entire 

grain of their personal religious convictions, unless it were the 

resurrection?

Dr. John Weldon



“I have spent more than 42 years as a defense trial lawyer 
appearing in many parts of the world and am still in active 
practice. I have been fortunate to secure a number of 
successes in jury trials and I say unequivocally the evidence 
for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that 
it compels acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no 
room for doubt.”

Sir Lionel Luckhoo

Guinness Book of World Records holder for 245 consecutive defense murder trial acquittals



1 Corinthians 15:20-26 But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his 
own order: Christ the Firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ's at His coming. Then cometh the end, when 
He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For He must reign, till He hath put 
all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death. 



He is risen!
HAPPY SABBATH

DAY!

KEEP IT HOLY!
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