


Heirs of the Promise



2 Corinthians 5:1-4  For we know that if our 

earthly house of this tabernacle were 

dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For 

in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 

upon with our house which is from heaven: If so 

be that being clothed we shall not be found 

naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do 

groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 

unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 

might be swallowed up of life.



2 Peter 1:13-15  Yea, I think it meet, as 

long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 

you up by putting you in remembrance; 

Knowing that shortly I must put off 

this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 

Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover 

I will endeavour that ye may be able 

after my decease to have these things 

always in remembrance.



Leviticus 23:39-43 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh 

month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye 

shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the 

first day shall be a shabbaton, and on the eighth day 

shall be a shabbaton. And ye shall take you on the first 

day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, 

and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; 

and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven 

days. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven 

days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever in your 

generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. Ye 

shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites 

born shall dwell in booths: That your generations may 

know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, 

when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the 

LORD your God. 



1 Corinthians 7:18-19 Is any man 
called being circumcised? let him 
not become uncircumcised. Is any 
called in uncircumcision? let him 
not be circumcised. Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is 
nothing, but the keeping of the 
commandments of God. 



Galatians 5:1-4 Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if 
ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing. For I testify again to every man that 
is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto 
you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from grace. 



Galatians 1:1-2 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father, who raised Him from the dead;) And all the 
brethren which are with me, unto the churches of 
Galatia:

Galatians 1:10-12 For do I now persuade men, or 
God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 
But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 
was preached of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 



Galatians 2:2-5 And I went up by revelation, and 
communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were 
of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had 
run, in vain. But neither Titus, who was with me, being a 
Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: And that 
because of false brethren unawares brought in, who 
came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in 
Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To 
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; 
that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 

Stand Fast



Galatians 5:5-6 For we through the Spirit 
wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but 
faith which worketh by love. 



Galatians 5:6  If you are a follower of Christ Jesus, 
it makes no difference whether you are 
circumcised or not. All that matters is your faith 
that makes you love others.

Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 
anything, but only faith expressing itself through 
love.



Colossians 2:6-13 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in Him: Rooted and built up in Him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him, 
which is the head of all principality and power: In whom also ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ: Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 



Baptism?



Luke 3:1-3 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor 
of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of 
the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the 
tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being 
the high priests, the word of God came unto 
John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And 
he came into all the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins; 



Matthew 21:25-27 The baptism of John, whence 
was it? from heaven, or of men? And they 
reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, 
From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him? But if we shall say, Of men; we 
fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot 
tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do these things. 



Lord’s Supper?



Matthew 26:26-29 And as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all 
of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father's kingdom. 



1 Corinthians 5:6-8 Your glorying is not 
good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
Therefore let us keep the Feast, not with 
old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness; but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 



Matthew 7:21-23 Not every one that saith 

unto Me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the 

kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 

of My Father which is in heaven. Many will 

say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy 

name have cast out devils? and in Thy name 

done many wonderful works?” And then will I 

profess unto them, “I never knew you: depart 

from Me, ye that work iniquity.”



Deuteronomy 30:1-4 And it shall come to pass, when all 
these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call 
them to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD 
thy God hath driven thee, And shalt return unto the LORD 
thy God, and shalt obey His voice according to all that I 
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul; That then the LORD thy 
God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, 
whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. If any of 
thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, 
from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from 
thence will He fetch thee: 



Deuteronomy 30:6 And the LORD thy 
God will circumcise thine heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the 
LORD thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live. 



Amos 9:11-15 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I 
will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 
That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the 
heathen, which are called by My name, saith the LORD that 
doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes 
him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet 
wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the 
captivity of My people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have 
given them, saith the LORD thy God. 



Amos 9:11-15 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I 
will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 
That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the 
heathen, which are called by My name, saith the LORD that 
doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes 
him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet 
wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the 
captivity of My people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have 
given them, saith the LORD thy God. 



Amos 9:11-15 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen…That they may possess the remnant of 
Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by My name, 
saith the LORD that doeth this. 

Amos prophesied:

A new people of God, consisting of Israel and all nations, living 
under the reign of a Davidic king.



Acts 15:13-19 And after they had held their peace, 
James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for 
his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets; 
as it is written, After this I will return, and will build 
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it 
up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, 
and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. Known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 
Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 



Hosea 1:10-11 Yet the number of the children of 
Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall 
come to pass, that in the place where it was said 
unto them, Ye are not My people, there it shall 
be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God. Then shall the children of Judah and the 
children of Israel be gathered together, and 
appoint themselves one head, and they shall 
come up out of the land: for great shall be the 
day of Jezreel. 



Jeremiah 31:31-34 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My 
covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, 
saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 



Jeremiah 31:31-34 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
My covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto 
them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith 
the LORD, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 



Ezekiel 36:22-24 Therefore say unto the house of 
Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your 
sakes, O house of Israel, but for Mine holy name's 
sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went. And I will sanctify My great name, 
which was profaned among the heathen, which ye 
have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen 
shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, 
when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 
For I will take you from among the heathen, and 
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you 
into your own land. 



Ezekiel 36:25-27 Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. And I will put My spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and 
do them. 



Galatians 3:1-5 O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you? This 
only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the 
Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 
Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be
yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you 
the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, 
doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?



Galatians 3:5-6 He therefore that 
ministereth to you the Spirit, and 
worketh miracles among you, doeth he 
it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? Even as Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteousness.

Genesis 15:5-6 And He brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and 
He said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; 
and He counted it to him for righteousness. 



Hebrews 11:1-2 Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. For by it 
the elders obtained a good report. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him.



Galatians 3:8  Know ye therefore that 
they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham.



Romans 4:13 For the promise, that he 
should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith.

Romans 4:2-5 For if Abraham were justified by 
works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before 
God. For what saith the Scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 



Romans 4:16-17 So people receive God’s promise 
by having faith. This happens so the promise can 
be a free gift. Then all of Abraham’s children can 
have that promise. It is not only for those who live 
under the law of Moses but for anyone who lives 
with faith like that of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all. As it is written in the Scriptures: “I am 
making you a father of many nations.” This is 
true before God, the God Abraham believed, the 
God who gives life to the dead and who creates 
something out of nothing.

Genesis 17:5 I am changing your name from Abram to Abraham
because I am making you a father of many nations.



Galatians 3:9 And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, “In 
thee shall all nations be blessed.” So 
then they which be of faith are blessed 
with faithful Abraham.

Genesis 12:2-3 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will 
bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. 



Galatians 3:10-12 For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
“Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them.” 
But that no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident: for, “The just shall live 
by faith.” And the law is not of faith: but, “The man 
that doeth them shall live in them.”

Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that 
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified.



Both Romans and Galatians warn against the snare of self-
salvation by law keeping alone. “We maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from observing the law” (Rom 3:28). 
The Galatian letter was occasioned by a move within a 
number of churches to establish circumcision and other 
traditional Jewish observances as necessary—and 
sufficient—for salvation. In response Paul speaks 
disparagingly of the law… “A man is not justified by 
observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Gal 2:16). 
Such criticism of legalism is not a Pauline innovation; it was 
already a prominent feature of the Old Testament.

The mixed nature of Paul’s assessments of the law result 
from the contrasting situations he addresses. If legalists 
threaten to replace the gospel of free grace with a message 
of salvation by works, Paul responds that the law, 
understood in that way, leads only to death and destruction.

Elwell, W., & Yarbrough, R. (1998). Encountering The New Testament



Galatians 3:13-14 Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us: for it 
is written, “Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree”: That the 
blessing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit through faith. 



Galatians 3:15-18 Brethren, I speak after the manner 
of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, “And to seeds,” as of many; but as 
of one, “And to thy seed,” which is Christ. And this I 
say, that the [Abrahamic] covenant, that was 
confirmed before of God in Christ, the Law [the Old 
Covenant], which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise 
of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the Law [the 
Old Covenant], it is no more of promise: but God gave 
it to Abraham by promise. 

Irrevocable Trust Agreement



Beneficiary of the trust:

Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, “And to seeds,” as of many; but as of one, “And to thy seed,” 
which is Christ. 

The date of the trust:

Galatians 3:17 …the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after…

The condition for inheritance:

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 

Irrevocable Trust Agreement



Matthew 21:33-45 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress 
in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far 
country: And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen 
took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. 
Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them 
likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence 
my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his 
inheritance. And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew 
him. When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto 
those husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall 
render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never 
read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And whosoever 
shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder. And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 
parables, they perceived that He spake of them. 



Beneficiary of the trust:

Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, “And to seeds,” as of many; but as of one, “And to thy seed,” which 
is Christ. 

The date of the trust:

Galatians 3:17 …the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after…

The condition for inheritance:

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 

Irrevocable Trust Agreement



Galatians 3:17 And this I say, that the 
covenant, that was confirmed before of God in 
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it 
should make the promise of none effect. 

Exodus 12:41 And it came to pass at the end 
of the four hundred and thirty years, even 
the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the 
hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 
Egypt. 



Beneficiary of the trust:

Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ. 

The date of the trust:

Galatians 3:17 …the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after…

The condition for inheritance:

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 

Irrevocable Trust Agreement



It is not necessary to be in Israel to be 
a recipient of the promises – it is 
necessary to be in Christ.



Galatians 3:19-22 Wherefore then serveth the law? It 
was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
[Christ] should come to whom the promise was made; 
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but 
God is one. Is the law then against the promises of 
God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 



What Was the Purpose of the Law? (3:19-20)



What The Law Does Not Do: 

it does not make anyone righteous before God 

Galatians 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is
evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

it is not based on faith 
Galatians 3:12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 

it is not the basis of inheritance
Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God 
gave it to Abraham by promise. 



So if the law is divorced from righteousness, faith and 
inheritance of the blessing, to what is law related?

Paul says that the law is related to transgressions. A 
transgression is the violation of a standard. 

The law provides the objective standard by which the 
violations are measured. In order for sinners to know how 
sinful they really are, how far they deviate from God's 
standards, God gave the law. Before the law was given, 
there was sin (see Rom 5:13). But after the law was given, 
sin could be clearly specified and measured (see Rom 
3:20; 4:15; 7:7). Each act or attitude could then be labeled 
as a transgression of this or that commandment of the law.

The IVP New Testament Commentary



The Temporal Framework For The Law



Galatians 3:19-22 Wherefore then serveth the law? It 
was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
[Christ] should come to whom the promise was made; 
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but 
God is one. Is the law then against the promises of 
God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 



Galatians 3:19-22 Wherefore then serveth the law? It 
was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
[Christ] should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but 
God is one. Is the law then against the promises of 
God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 





“until the Seed should come…” (3:19)

“before this faith…until faith” (3:23)

“now that faith…we are no longer…” (3:25)



Galatians 3:19-22 Wherefore then serveth the law? It 
was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
[Christ] should come to whom the promise was made; 
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, 
but God is one. Is the law then against the promises 
of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 



By faith the Galatian converts have already entered 
into the experience of the Spirit (vv. 1-5), which is the 
fulfillment of the promise (v. 14). Evidently they are 
now being persuaded that if they observe the rituals of 
the Jewish people, they will experience new 
dimensions of spiritual life and blessing--that if they 
become members of God's people, the Jews, they will 
be guaranteed intimacy with God. Paul warns them 
that the circumstances of the giving of the law 
demonstrate otherwise. The law had a mediated 
origin. Thus the law does not provide direct access to 
God. Only the fulfillment of the promise in the 
bestowal of the Spirit to those in Christ guarantees 
direct access to God (see 4:4-8).

The IVP New Testament Commentary



In the churches in Galatia the law was supplanting the central 
place of Christ. The churches were becoming law-centered. It 
was necessary, therefore, to put the law back into its rightful 
place. 

Its purpose is negative:

To point out transgressions.

Its time is limited:

430 years after the promise, until Christ.

Its origin is mediated through angels and Moses: 

It does not provide direct access to God, and it divides Jews 
from Gentiles.



Portraits Of The Law

Galatians 3:23 But before faith came, we 
were kept under the law, shut up unto the 
faith which should afterwards be revealed.





Galatians 3:24-25 Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster [paidagogos] to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 
after that faith is come, we are no longer
under a schoolmaster [paidagogos]. 





Webster's Third New International Dictionary 
for pedagogue is "a teacher of children or 
youth"; the second meaning given is "one (as a 
slave) having charge of a boy chiefly on the 
way to and from school in classical antiquity." 

In Paul's day, the pedagogue was distinguished 
from the teacher (didaskalos). The pedagogue 
supervised, controlled and disciplined the child; 
the teacher instructed and educated him.



“Do they [Lysis's parents] let you control your own self, or will they 
not trust you in that either?“

"Of course they do not," he replied.

"But someone controls you?“

"Yes," he said, "my pedagogue here.“

"Is he a slave?“

"Why certainly; he belongs to us," he said.

"What a strange thing," I exclaimed: "a free man controlled by a 
slave! But how does this pedagogue exert his control over you?“

"By taking me to the teacher," he replied.

Socrates’ Dialogue With Lysis



In the Hellenistic world, the pedagogue was given the 
responsibility to supervise and discipline the conduct 
of children. He did not have the positive task of 
educating the child; he was only supposed to control 
the behavior of the child through consistent discipline. 
The point of Paul's use of this image in depicting the 
law is that the law was given this supervisory, 
disciplinary role over Israel. But the supervisory 
control of the law was only "until Christ.“

The purpose of the disciplinary function of the law was 
to demonstrate that God's people could only be 
justified by faith; that we [Israel] might be justified by 
faith.

The IVP New Testament Commentary



Galatians 3:26-29 For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

The people of God are not to be identified by ethnic 

origins, but by union with Christ.



Galatians 4:1-5 Now I say, That the heir, as 
long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all; But is under 
tutors and governors until the time appointed 
of the father. Even so we [heirs], when we 
were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world: But when the fulness
of the time was come, God sent forth His Son 
[the Heir], made of a woman, made under the 
Law [tutors and governors / elements of the 
world], To redeem them that were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. 



TUTORS AND GOVERNORS

(until the time appointed of the father)
_______________________

HEIR = servant

(as long as he is a child)

Galatians 4:1-2 Now I say, That the heir, as 
long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all; But is under 
tutors and governors until the time appointed 
of the father.



ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD

(until the time appointed of the Father)
_______________________

CHILDREN = bondservant

(UNTIL THE FULNESS OF TIME)

Galatians 4:3-5 Even so we [heirs], when we 
were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world: But when the fulness of 
the time was come, God sent forth His Son [the 
Heir], made of a woman, made under the law 
[tutors and governors / elements of the world], 
To redeem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons.



Galatians 4:6-7 And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore 
thou art no more a servant, but a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ. 



Galatians 4:21-26 Tell me, ye that desire to be 
under the law, do ye not hear the law? For it 
is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one 
by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But 
he who was of the bondwoman was born after 
the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by 
promise. Which things are an allegory: for these 
are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is 
Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which 
is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 



Genesis 16:1-7 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: 
and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was
Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath 
restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it 
may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened 
to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her 
maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land 
of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 
And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she 
saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her 
eyes. And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I 
have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she 
had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge 
between me and thee. But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy 
maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when 
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. And the 
angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the 
wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.



Genesis 16:8-16 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence 
camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee 
from the face of my mistress Sarai. And the angel of the LORD 
said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under 
her hands. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will 
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for 
multitude. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, 
thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name 
Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. And he 
will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and 
every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the 
presence of all his brethren. And she called the name of the 
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, 
Have I also here looked after him that seeth me? Wherefore the 
well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and 
Bered. And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his 
son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. And Abram was
fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to 
Abram. 



Genesis 21:1-8 And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, 
and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah 
conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time of which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the 
name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to 
him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. And Abraham was an 
hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. And 
Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear 
will laugh with me. And she said, Who would have said unto 
Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I 
have born him a son in his old age. And the child grew, and 
was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day 
that Isaac was weaned. 



And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the 
Egyptian, which she had born unto 
Abraham, mocking. 

Wherefore she said unto Abraham, 
“Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son: for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with 
my son, even with Isaac.”

And the thing was very grievous in 
Abraham's sight because of his son. 

And God said unto Abraham, “Let 
it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because 
of thy bondwoman; in all that 
Sarah hath said unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice; for in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called.”

Genesis 21:9-12



Galatians 4:21-26 Tell me, ye that desire to be 
under the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is 
written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he 
who was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 
Which things are an allegory: for these are the 
two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, 
which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For 
this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which 
is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 



Galatians 4:27-31 For it is written, Rejoice, thou
barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that 
travailest not: for the desolate hath many more 
children than she which hath an husband. Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. 
But as then he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so 
it is now. Nevertheless what saith the Scripture? 
“Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son 
of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of 
the freewoman.” So then, brethren, we are not 
children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 



“Cast out the 
bondwoman and her 
son: for the son of the 
bondwoman shall not be 
heir with the son of the 
freewoman.”



TWO COVENANTS
(Galatian 4:21-31)

“Cast out the bondwoman!”

HAGAR

• Bondwoman

• Ishmael: Born of Flesh

• Mt Sinai

• Bondage

• Jerusalem that now is

• Fleshly seed

• Persecutor

• Cast them out

• Shall not inherit

SARAH

• Freewoman

• Isaac: Born of Promise

• Mt Zion (Hebrews 12:22)

• Freedom

• Jerusalem above

• Spiritual seed

• Persecuted

• Accepted in Christ

• Inherit Promises




