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1 Corinthians 8:1-4 Now as touching things
offered unto idols, we know that we all have
knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity
edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth
any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought
to know. But if any man love God, the same is
known of him. As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is
nothing in the world, and that there is none
other God but one.



Is it alright to eat things offered to idols?



Council At Jerusalem

Acts 15:19-20 Wherefore my sentence is, that we
trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are
turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they
abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication,
and from things strangled, and from blood.

Acts 15:29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols,
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall
do well. Fare ye well.



Council At Jerusalem

Acts 15:25-27 It seemed good unto us,
being assembled with one accord, to send
chosen men unto you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, Men that have hazarded
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We have sent therefore Judas and
Silas, who shall also tell you the same things
by mouth.



Would Paul teach against this ruling?



Paul Condemned Idolatry

1 Corinthians 5:10-11 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of
this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters;
for then must ye needs go out of the world. But now | have written
unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

1 Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind,

1 Corinthians 10:7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them;
as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up
to play.



Jesus' Message to Pergamos

Revelation 2:14 But | have a few things
against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit
fornication.



Jesus' Message to Thyatira

Revelation 2:20 Notwithstanding | have a
few things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and
to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed

unto idols.



1 Corinthians 8:1-4 Now as touching things
offered unto idols, we know that we all have
knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity
edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth
any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought
to know. But if any man love God, the same is
known of him. As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is
nothing in the world, and that there is none
other God but one.



an idol is nothing in the world

there is none other God but one



1 Corinthians 8:5-8 For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as
there be gods many, and lords many,) But to us
there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by him. Howbeit
there is not in every man that knowledge: for
some with conscience of the idol unto this hour
eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their
conscience being weak is defiled. But meat
commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we
eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are
we the worse.




What it Does NOT Say

But meat commendeth us not to God:
for neither, if we don't eat, are we the
better; neither, if we do eat, are we the
worse.

1 Corinthians 8:8



What it Does Say

But meat commendeth us not to God:
for neither, if we eat, are we the better:;
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.

1 Corinthians 8:8



Eating pollutions of idols doesn't make
vou closer to God

Refraining from eating the pollutions
doesn't make you farther from God



1 Corinthians 8:9-11 But take heed lest by
any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak. For
if any man see thee which hast knowledge
sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak be
emboldened to eat those things which are
offered to idols; And through thy
knowledge shall the weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died?



“There are two 1st-century Christians named Demetrius and Clement.
Both are former idolaters, now saved by faith in Christ. Demetrius
shuns everything to do with his old way of life, including the meat sold
in the marketplace, because, for him, eating such meat would
constitute a return to paganism. Clement avoids the temple and
refuses to participate in the pagan festivals, but he has no problem
eating the meat from the market. Clement understands (correctly)
that an idol has no power to corrupt good meat, and, for him, eating
such meat is a non-issue. Then one day, as both men are in the
marketplace, Demetrius sees Clement eating meat that was sacrificed
to idols. Demetrius is horrified, but Clement laughs it off and
encourages Demetrius to eat some, too. When Demetrius hesitates,
Clement cuts off a piece and hands it to him. Demetrius—
emboldened by Clement’s confidence—eats the meat. Biblically, both
believers have sinned. Clement sinned by violating the conscience of a
fellow believer. Demetrius sinned in that he essentially returned to
idolatry—at least, that’s what his conscience is telling him. More
importantly, Demetrius is learning how to ignore his conscience—a
very dangerous thing to learn.”



1 Corinthians 8:12-13 But when ye sin so
against the brethren, and wound their weak
conscience, ye sin against Christ.
Wherefore, if meat make my brother to
offend, | will eat no flesh while the world
standeth, lest | make my brother to offend.



1 Corinthians 9:19-23 For though | be free from
all men, yet have | made myself servant unto all,
that | might gain the more. And unto the Jews |
became as a Jew, that | might gain the Jews; to
them that are under the law, as under the law,
that | might gain them that are under the law; To
them that are without law, as without law, (being
not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ,) that | might gain them that are without
law. To the weak became | as weak, that | might
gain the weak: | am made all things to all men,
that | might by all means save some. And this | do
for the gospel's sake, that | might be partaker
thereof with you.




1 Corinthians 10:1-5 Moreover, brethren, |
would not that ye should be ignorant, how that
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; And were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did
all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink
the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ. But with many of them God was not
well pleased: for they were overthrown in the

wilderness.



1 Corinthians 10:6-10 Now these things were our
examples, to the intent we should not lust after
evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye
idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written,
The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose
up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as
some of them committed, and fell in one day
three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were
destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as
some of them also murmured, and were
destroyed of the destroyer.




Exodus 32:6-8 And they rose up early on the
morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the people sat
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee
down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:
They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which | commanded them: they have made
them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and
have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy
gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt.



1 Corinthians 10:6-10 Now these things were
our examples, to the intent we should not lust
after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be
ve idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play. Neither let us commit
fornication, as some of them committed, and
fell in one day three and twenty thousand.
Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also
murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.



Numbers 25:1-5 And Israel abode in Shittim,
and the people began to commit whoredom
with the daughters of Moab. And they called
the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and
the people did eat, and bowed down to their
gods. And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor:
and the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel. And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all
the heads of the people, and hang them up
before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce
anger of the LORD may be turned away from
Israel. And Moses said unto the judges of Israel,
Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto
Baalpeor.



Numbers 25:6-9 And, behold, one of the children of
Israel came and brought unto his brethren a
Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the
sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel,
who were weeping before the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. And when Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw
it, he rose up from among the congregation, and
took a javelin in his hand; And he went after the
man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them
through, the man of Israel, and the woman through
her belly. So the plague was stayed from the
children of Israel. And those that died in the plague
were twenty and four thousand.




1 Corinthians 10:6-10 Now these things were
our examples, to the intent we should not lust
after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be
ve idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play. Neither let us commit
fornication, as some of them committed, and fell
in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither
let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also
murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.



1 Corinthians 10:11-15 Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
There hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from
idolatry. | speak as to wise men; judge ye what |
say.




1 Corinthians 10:16-19 The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not the communion
[koinonia] of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the communion
[koinonia] of the body of Christ? For we being
many are one bread, and one body: for we are
all partakers of that one bread. Behold Israel
after the flesh: are not they which eat of the
sacrifices partakers [koinonos] of the altar?
What say | then? that the idol is any thing, or
that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any
thing?



1 Corinthians 10:20-22 But | say, that the things
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
devils, and not to God: and | would not that ye
should have fellowship [koinonos] with devils.
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup
of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's
table, and of the table of devils. Do we provoke
the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than He?



1 Corinthians 10:19-22 What am | trying to say?
Am | saying that food offered to idols has some
significance, or that idols are real gods? No, not
at all. | am saying that these sacrifices are
offered to demons, not to God. And | don’t want
you to participate with demons. You cannot
drink from the cup of the Lord and from the cup
of demons, too. You cannot eat at the Lord’s
Table and at the table of demons, too. What? Do
we dare to rouse the Lord’s jealousy? Do you
think we are stronger than He is?



2 Corinthians 6:14-15 Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? And
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with an infidel?



2 Corinthians 6:16-18 And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, |
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will
be their God, and they shall be My people.
Wherefore come out from among them, and be
ve separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and | will receive you, And will be
a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.



Deuteronomy 32:15-18 But Jeshurun waxed fat,
and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown
thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him, and lightly
esteemed the Rock of his salvation. They
provoked Him to jealousy with strange gods,
with abominations provoked they Him to anger.
They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods
whom they knew not, to new gods that came
newly up, whom your fathers feared not. Of the
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and
hast forgotten God that formed thee.



Psalms 106:28 They joined themselves also
unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the

dead.

Psalms 106:34-37 They did not destroy the
nations, concerning whom the LORD
commanded them: But were mingled among the
heathen, and learned their works. And they
served their idols: which were a snare unto
them. Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their
daughters unto deuvils,



Revelation 9:20 And the rest of the men which were
not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the
works of their hands, that they should not worship
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and
stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear,
nor walk:

Revelation 9:20 and the rest of men, who were not
killed in these plagues, neither did reform from the
works of their hands, that they may not bow before
the demons, and idols, those of gold, and those of
silver, and those of brass, and those of stone, and
those of wood, that are neither able to see, nor to
hear, nor to walk, (YLT)



1 Corinthians 10:23-26

“All things are lawful for me,” but all things are
not expedient:

“all things are lawful for me,” but all things edify
not.

Let no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth. Whatsoever is sold in the
shambles, that eat, asking no question for
conscience sake: For the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof.



1 Corinthians 6:12-13

“All things are lawful unto me,” but all things
are not expedient:

“all things are lawful for me,” but | will not be
brought under the power of any.

“Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats:”
but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and
the Lord for the body.



1 Corinthians 10:23-26

“All things are lawful for me,” but all things are
not expedient:

“all things are lawful for me,” but all things edify
not.

Let no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth. Whatsoever is sold in the
shambles, that eat, asking no question for
conscience sake: For the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof.



1 Corinthians 10:23-26

You say, “l am allowed to do anything” —but not
everything is good for you. You say, “l am allowed
to do anything” —but not everything is beneficial.

Don’t be concerned for your own good but for the
good of others.

So you may eat any meat that is sold in the
marketplace without raising questions of
conscience. For “the earth is the LORD’s, and
everything in it.”



1 Corinthians 10:27-29 If any of them that
believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be
disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you,
eat, asking no question for conscience sake. But
if any man say unto you, This is offered in
sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that
shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth
is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof:
Conscience, | say, not thine own, but of the
other: for why is my liberty judged of another
man's conscience?
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1 Corinthians 10:25 Whatsoever is sold in the

shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience
sake:

Could the food bought at the shambles that Paul
instructed them to eat have been a strangled
animal? (Acts 15).

Could the food bought at the shambles that Paul
instructed them to eat contain blood? (Acts 15).



1 Corinthians 10:27-28 If any of them that believe not bid you to a
feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat,
asking no question for conscience sake. But if any man say unto
you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that

shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof:

If the food of this meal set before them had been a strangled

animal, could Paul have been telling them to eat it anyway? (Acts
15).

If the food of this meal set before them contained blood, could Paul
have been telling them to eat it anyway? (Acts 15).



No Question For Conscience Sake

1 Corinthians 10:25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that
eat, asking no question for conscience sake:

1 Corinthians 10:27 If any of them that believe not bid you to
a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before
you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake.



1 Corinthians 10:31-33 Whether therefore
ve eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God. Give none offence,
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor
to the church of God: Even as | please all
men in all things, not seeking mine own
profit, but the profit of many, that they may

be saved.



1) Having the “right” to do something does not mean we
are free to do it in every circumstance, regardless of its
effects on others.

2) The believer’s liberty in Christ can and should be
voluntarily limited in order not to cause a weaker brother
to sin by violating his conscience. Liberty is limited in love.

3) Maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of love
may require a believer to give up his personal “right” to a
thing.

4) We should avoid anything that would make a weak
Christian think less of his faith or that would make an
unsaved person feel more at ease in his sin.
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