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Fornication

According to Scripture

For this is the will
of God, even vour
sanctification,
that vou should abstain

from fornication.

1 Thessalonians 4:3



1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 For this is the will of God:
your sanctification, that you abstain from
fornication/sexual immorality, that each one of
you know how to possess himself of his own
vessel in sanctification and honor, not in the
passion of lust, even as the Gentiles who don't
know God; that no one should take advantage of
and wrong a brother or sister in this matter;
because the Lord is an avenger in all these
things, as also we forewarned you and testified.
For God called us not for uncleanness, but in
sanctification.




Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the
flesh are obvious, which are: adultery,
sexual immorality, uncleanness, lustfulness,
idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousies,
outbursts of anger, rivalries, divisions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these; of which |
forewarn you, even as | also forewarned you,
that those who practice such things will not
inherit the Kingdom of God.



Ephesians 5:3-7 But sexual immorality, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not even be
mentioned among you, as becomes saints; nor
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are
not appropriate; but rather giving of thanks. Know
this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an
idolater, has any inheritance in the Kingdom of
Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty
words. For because of these things, the wrath of
God comes on the children of disobedience.
Therefore don't be partakers with them.



Colossians 3:5-6 Put to death therefore
vour members which are on the earth:
sexual immorality, uncleanness,
depraved passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry; for
which things' sake the wrath of God
comes on the children of disobedience.



2 Corinthians 12:21 that again when |
come my God would humble me before
vou, and | would mourn for many of
those who have sinned before now, and
not repented of the uncleanness and
sexual immorality and lustfulness which
they committed.



Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and
the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge.



Acts 15:19-20 Wherefore my sentence is, that we
trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are
turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they
abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication,
and from things strangled, and from blood.

Acts 15:28-29 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit,
and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than
these necessary things; That ye abstain from meats
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.



The Scriptures are absolutely clear in their prohibition
and condemnation of “fornication” -

o work of the flesh

« uncleanness / defilement

« should not be named among the Body of Christ
o practitioners will not inherit the Kingdom

 sin / to be repented of / to be abstained from

o against the will of God

o subject to judgment by God



for-ni-ca-tion



FORNICA'TION, n. L. fornicatio.

1. The incontinence or lewdness of unmarried
persons, male or female; also, the criminal
conversation of a married man with an
unmarried woman.

2. Adultery. Matt. 5.
3. Incest. 1Cor. 5.

4. Idolatry; a forsaking of the true God, and
worshipping of idols. 2Chron. 21. Rev. 19.



4202. porneia
from 4203; harlotry (including adultery and incest);
figuratively, idolatry:--fornication.

4203. porneuo

from 4204; to act the harlot, i.e. (literally) indulge unlawful
lust (of either sex), or (figuratively) practise idolatry:--commit
(fornication).

4204. porne
feminine of 4205; a strumpet; figuratively, an idolater:--harlot,
whore.

4205. pornos

from pernemi (to sell; akin to the base of 4097); a (male)
prostitute (as venal), i.e. (by analogy) a debauchee (libertine):-
-fornicator, whoremonger.



2181. zanah

a primitive root (highly-fed and therefore wanton); to
commit adultery (usually of the female, and less often of
simple fornication, rarely of involuntary ravishment);
figuratively, to commit idolatry (the Jewish people being
regarded as the spouse of Jehovah):--(cause to) commit
fornication, X continually, X great, (be an, play the) harlot,
(cause to be, play the) whore, (commit, fall to) whoredom,
(cause to) go a-whoring, whorish.

8457. taznuwth
from 2181; harlotry, i.e. (figuratively) idolatry:--
fornication, whoredom.



The written Torah never forbids sex outside the context of
marriage, with the exception of adultery and incest. On the
contrary, the Torah seems to assume that it is a natural part of
life. For example, when Judah sleeps with his daughter-in-law
Tamar, mistaking her for a prostitute (Genesis 38), he Is never
condemned for the sexual act, only for avoiding his levirate
responsibilities. Similarly, when King David in his old age Is
unable to keep warm, a young virgin, Abishag the
Shunammite, Is brought to share his bed and wait on him (|
Kings 1:1-4). The Bible is natural and unembarrassed about the
sexual activities of its major personalities. Although adultery
and incest are explicitly forbidden, fornication is not.

Traditional Sources on Sex Outside Marriage
myjewishlearning.com



Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should
go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.



Is Harlotry Lawful?



Deuteronomy 23:17-18 There shall be no
whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite
of the sons of Israel. Thou shalt not bring the
nire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the
nouse of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even
ooth these are abomination unto the LORD thy
God.




Leviticus 21:9 And the daughter of any
priest, if she profane herself by playing the
whore [zanah], she profaneth her father:
she shall be burnt with fire.



Leviticus 19:29 Do not prostitute [chalal] thy
daughter, to cause her to be a whore [zanah];
lest the land fall to whoredom [zanah], and the
land become full of wickedness.




Strong's Hebrew Dictionary

2490. 571 chalal khaw-lal' a primitive root (compare
2470); properly, to bore, i.e. (by implication) to wound, to
dissolve; figuratively, to profane (a person, place or thing),
to break (one's word), to begin (as if by an "opening
wedge"); denom. (from 2485) to play (the flute).:—begin
(X men began), defile, X break, defile, X eat (as common
things), X first, X gather the grape thereof, X take
inheritance, pipe, player on instruments, pollute, (cast as)
profane (self), prostitute, slay (slain), sorrow, stain, wound.




Leviticus 19:29 Do not prostitute [chalal] thy
daughter, to cause her to be a whore [zanah];
lest the land fall to whoredom [zanah], and the
land become full of wickedness.




Leviticus 19:20-22 And whosoever lieth carnally with
a woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an
husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given
her; she shall be scourged; they shall not be put to
death, because she was not free. And he shall bring
his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation, even a ram for a
trespass offering. And the priest shall make an
atonement for him with the ram of the trespass
offering before the LORD for his sin which he hath
done: and the sin which he hath done shall be
forgiven him.



Genesis 38:24 And it came to pass about three
months after, that it was told Judah, saying,
Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the
harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by
whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and
let her be burnt.




Genesis 38:24 And it came to pass about three
months after, that it was told Judah, saying,
Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the
harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by
whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and
let her be burnt.




1 Corinthians 6:13-18 ...the body is not for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the
body. Now God raised up the Lord, and will also raise
us up by his power. Don't you know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members
of Christ, and make them members of a prostitute?
May it never be! Or don't you know that he who is
joined to a prostitute is one body? For, "The two," says
he, "will become one flesh." But he who is joined to
the Lord is one spirit. Flee sexual immorality! "Every
sin that a man does is outside the body," but he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.



“...the Torah does not forbid fornication. The
modern word “fornication” is simply not an
identifiable Hebrew category,” (p. 34)

“The New Testament use of the Greek porneia
essentially continues the Hebrew zanah,
meaning ‘illicit sexual behavior as defined by the
Torah.” Zanah has the main connotations:
adultery and ‘cultic prostitution.”” (pp. 34-35)

Raymond J. Lawrence, Jr
The Poisoning of Eros



Is Adultery Fornication?



Matthew 5:32 but | tell you that whoever puts away
his wife, except for the cause of sexual immorality
[porneia], makes her an adulteress [moichao]; and
whoever marries her when she is put away commits
adultery [moichao].

Matthew 19:9 | tell you that whoever divorces his
wife, except for sexual immorality [porneia], and
marries another, commits adultery [moichao]; and he
who marries her when she is divorced commits
adultery [moichao]."



1 Corinthians 5:1 It is reported
commonly that there is fornication
[porneial among you, and such
fornication [porneia] as is not so much
as named among the Gentiles, that one
should have his father's wife.




Ezekiel 16:15 But thou didst trust in thine
own beauty, and playedst the harlot
[zanah] because of thy renown, and
pouredst out thy fornications [taznuwth] on
every one that passed by; his it was.

The Septuagint [LXX] has this translated “porneia”



“Nowhere in Paul, or anyplace else in the New
Testament, does porneia assume the boundaries

of modern English ‘fornication,” sex outside of
marriage” (p. 37)

Raymond J. Lawrence, Jr
The Poisoning of Eros






1 Corinthians 6:13-18 ...the body is not for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the
body. Now God raised up the Lord, and will also raise
us up by his power. Don't you know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members
of Christ, and make them members of a prostitute?
May it never be! Or don't you know that he who is
joined to a prostitute is one body? For, "The two," says
he, "will become one flesh." But he who is joined to
the Lord is one spirit. Flee sexual immorality! "Every
sin that a man does is outside the body," but he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.



1 Corinthians 7:1-2 Now concerning the things
whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man
not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid

fornication [porneia], let every man have his

own wife, and let every woman have her own
husband.

1 Corinthians 7:8-9 | say therefore to the
unmarried and widows, It is good for them if
they abide even as |. But if they cannot contain,
let them marry: for it is better to marry than to
burn.



Pre-Marital Virginity Expected



Leviticus 21:7 They shall not take a wife that is a whore,
or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away
from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.

Leviticus 21:13-14 And he shall take a wife in her
virginity. A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an
harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of
his own people to wife.



Leviticus 21:1-3 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak
unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them,
There shall none be defiled for the dead among his
people: But for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for
his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his
daughter, and for his brother, And for his sister a virgin,
that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for
her may he be defiled.



Deuteronomy 22:13-17 If any man take a wife, and go in
unto her, and hate her, And give occasions of speech
against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say,
| took this woman, and when | came to her, | found her
not a maid: Then shall the father of the damsel, and her
mother, take and bring forth the tokens of the damsel's
virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: And the
damsel's father shall say unto the elders, | gave my
daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; And,
lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, |
found not thy daughter a maid; and yet these are the
tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread
the cloth before the elders of the city.



Deuteronomy 22:18-21 And the elders of that city
shall take that man and chastise him; And they shall
amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver, and give
them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath
brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and
she shall be his wife; he may not put her away all his
days. But if this thing be true, and the tokens of
virginity be not found for the damsel: Then they shall
bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house,
and the men of her city shall stone her with stones
that she die: because she hath wrought folly in Israel,
to play the whore [zanah] in her father's house: so
shalt thou put evil away from among you.




Since we find here that women, at minimum, were
expected to be virgins/celibate when entering their
first marriages.

By extension then, men are also expected to be virgins
when entering their first marriages



Dinah Defiled



Genesis 34:1-6 Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom
she bore to Jacob, went out to see the daughters of
the land. Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the
prince of the land, saw her. He took her, lay with her,
and humbled her. His soul joined to Dinah, the
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the young lady, and
spoke kindly to the young lady. Shechem spoke to his
father, Hamor, saying, "Get me this young lady as a
wife." Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah, his
daughter; and his sons were with his livestock in the
field. Jacob held his peace until they came. Hamor the
father of Shechem went out to Jacob to talk with him.




Exodus 22:16 And if a man entice a maid that is
not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely
endow her to be his wife.

Deuteronomy 22:28-29 If a man find a lady who
is a virgin, who is not pledged to be married, and
lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be
found; then the man who lay with her shall give to
the lady's father fifty shekels of silver, and she
shall be his wife, because he has humbled her; he
may not put her away all his days.



Genesis 34:1-6 Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom
she bore to Jacob, went out to see the daughters of
the land. Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the
prince of the land, saw her. He took her, lay with her,
and humbled her. His soul joined to Dinah, the
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the young lady, and
spoke kindly to the young lady. Shechem spoke to his
father, Hamor, saying, "Get me this young lady as a
wife." Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah, his
daughter; and his sons were with his livestock in the
field. Jacob held his peace until they came. Hamor the
father of Shechem went out to Jacob to talk with him.




Genesis 34:7-9 The sons of Jacob came in from
the field when they heard it. The men were
grieved, and they were very angry, because he
had done folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's
daughter; a which thing ought not to be done.
Hamor talked with them, saying, "The soul of my
son, Shechem, longs for your daughter. Please
give her to him as a wife. Make marriages with
us. Give your daughters to us, and take our
daughters for yourselves.




Genesis 34:11-13 Shechem said to her father and to her
brothers, "Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you
will tell me | will give. Ask me a great amount for a dowry,
and | will give whatever you ask of me, but give me the
young lady as a wife." The sons of Jacob answered Shechem
and Hamor his father with deceit, and spoke, because he
had defiled Dinah their sister

Genesis 34:30-31 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have
troubled me, to make me odious to the inhabitants of the
land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites. | am few in
number. They will gather themselves together against me
and strike me, and | will be destroyed, | and my house."
They said, "Should he deal with our sister as with a
prostitute?”



Israel's Curse



Numbers 25:1-5 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the
people began to commit whoredom with the
daughters of Moab. And they called the people unto
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat,
and bowed down to their gods. And Israel joined
himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel. And the LORD said unto Moses,
Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up
before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger
of the LORD may be turned away from Israel. And
Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one
his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.



Numbers 25:6-9 And, behold, one of the children of
Israel came and brought unto his brethren a
Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the
sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel,
who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation. And when Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up
from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his
hand; And he went after the man of Israel into the
tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of
Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague
was stayed from the children of Israel. And those that
died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.



1 Corinthians 10:8 Neither let us commit fornication,
as some of them committed, and fell in one day three
and twenty thousand.

Revelation 2:14 But | have a few things against thee,
because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication.



The First Couple



Genesis 2:21-25 And the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and He took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken
from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto
the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed.




For | am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy. For | married you to one husband,

that | might present you as a pure virgin to
Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2



FORNICA'TION, n. L. fornicatio.

1. The incontinence or lewdness of unmarried
persons, male or female; also, the criminal
conversation of a married man with an
unmarried woman.

2. Adultery. Matt. 5.
3. Incest. 1Cor. 5.

4. Idolatry; a forsaking of the true God, and
worshipping of idols. 2Chron. 21. Rev. 19.



INCON'TINENT, a. L. incontinens. Not restraining the
passions or appetites, particularly the sexual appetite;
indulging lust without restraint or in violation of law;
unchaste; lewd.

INCON'TINENCY, n. L. incontinentia

1. Want of restraint of the passions or appetites; free
or uncontrolled indulgence of the passions or
appetites, as of anger.

2. Want of restraint of the sexual appetite; free or
illegal indulgence of lust; lewdness; used of either sex,
but appropriately of the male sex. Incontinence in men
is the same as unchastity in women.



1 Corinthians 7:8-9 | say therefore to the
unmarried and widows, It is good for them if
they abide even as |. But if they cannot contain,
let them marry: for it is better to marry than to
burn.



Porneia - "to engage in sexual immorality of any kind.”

Louw-Nida lexicon

Porneia - "all kinds of lewdness”

John Groves, A Greek and English Dictionary, p. 480



Sexual

Relating to the instincts, physiological
processes, and activities connected with

physical attraction or intimate physical
contact between individuals.

Oxford Dictionary






Ezekiel 23:3 and they played the prostitute in
Egypt; they played the prostitute in their youth;
there were their breasts pressed, and there was
handled the bosom of their virginity.



4202. porneia
from 4203; harlotry (including adultery and incest);
figuratively, idolatry:--fornication.

4203. porneuo
from 4204; to act the harlot, i.e. (literally) indulge

unlawful lust (of either sex), or (figuratively) practise
idolatry:--commit (fornication).



Romans 1:21-24 Because that, when they knew
God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were
thankful;, but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools, And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things. Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves:



Kissing Idols



Job 31:26-27 If | beheld the sun when
it shined, or the moon walking in
brightness; And my heart hath been
secretly enticed, or my mouth hath
kissed my hand:



1 Kings 19:18 Yet | have left me seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal, and every
mouth which hath not kissed him.



Hosea 13:2 And now they sin more and
more, and have made them molten
images of their silver, and idols
according to their own understanding,
all of it the work of the craftsmen: they
say of them, Let the men that sacrifice
kiss the calves.



Kissing Familial



Romans 16:16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The
churches of Christ salute you.

1 Corinthians 16:20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye
one another with an holy kiss.

2 Corinthians 13:12 Greet one another with an holy kiss.

1 Thessalonians 5:26 Greet all the brethren with an holy
kiss.

1 Peter 5:14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity.
Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.



Song of Solomon 8:1-5 Oh that you were like my
brother, Who sucked the breasts of my mother! If |
found you outside, | would kiss you; Yes, and no one
would despise me. | would lead you, bringing you into
my mother's house, Who would instruct me. | would
have you drink spiced wine, Of the juice of my
pomegranate. His left hand would be under my head.
His right hand would embrace me. | adjure you,
daughters of Jerusalem, That you not stir up, nor
awaken love, Until it so desires. Friends Who is this
who comes up from the wilderness, Leaning on her
beloved? Under the apple tree | aroused you. There
your mother conceived you. There she was in labor
and bore you.




Matthew 5:27-30 Ye have heard that it was said by
them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But
| say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend thee,
pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and
not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And
if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell.



Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies:

Mark 7:21-23 For from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: All these evil things come from within,
and defile the man.
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1 Corinthians 7:1-2 Now concerning the things
whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man
not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid

fornication [porneia], let every man have his

own wife, and let every woman have her own
husband.

1 Corinthians 7:8-9 | say therefore to the
unmarried and widows, It is good for them if
they abide even as |. But if they cannot contain,
let them marry: for it is better to marry than to
burn.



Job 31:1 | made a covenant with mine eyes; why then
should | think upon a maid?

1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world.



Romans 12:1-2 | beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.



Romans 13:13-14 Let us walk honestly, as in the
day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and
envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof.



Ephesians 5:3-5 But fornication, and all uncleanness,
or covetousness, let it not be once named among you,
as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but
rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and of God.

"But among you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of lust
because these are improper for God’s holy people."
(Ephesians 5:3)



1 Corinthians 6:18-20 Flee fornication. Every sin
that a man doeth is without the body; but he
that committeth fornication sinneth against his
own body. What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's.



1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 It is God's will that you should
be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;
that each of you should learn to control his body in a
way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust
like the heathen, who do not know God; and that in
this matter no one should wrong his brother or take
advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all
such sins, as we have already told you and warned
vou. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a
holy life. Therefore, he who rejects this instruction
does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy
Spirit.



Philippians 1:9-11 This | pray, that your
love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and all discernment; so that
you may approve the things that are
excellent; that you may be sincere and
without offense to the day of Christ; being
filled with the fruits of righteousness, which
are through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.
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