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Psalm 49:16-17 Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the 
glory of his house is increased; For when he dieth he shall carry nothing 

away: his glory shall not descend after him. 



Ecclesiastes 9:1-3 For all this I considered 
in my heart even to declare all this, that 
the righteous, and the wise, and their 
works, are in the hand of God: no man 

knoweth either love or hatred by all that 
is before them. All things come alike to all: 
there is one event to the righteous, and to 
the wicked; to the good and to the clean, 

and to the unclean; to him that 
sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: 

as is the good, so is the sinner; and he 
that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 

This is an evil among all things that are 
done under the sun, that there is one 

event unto all: yea, also the heart of the 
sons of men is full of evil, and madness is

in their heart while they live, and after 
that they go to the dead



WHAT WILL THEY WRITE ABOUT YOU?



Here Lies Lester Moore. Four Slugs 
from a 44, No Les, No More.



Here lies JOHN YEAST
Pardon me for not rising



RODNEY DANGERFIELD (1921–2004) 
“THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD”



MERV GRIFFIN July 6, 1925 — August 12, 2007

I WILL NOT BE RIGHT BACK AFTER THIS MESSAGE

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 



JOHN WAYNE 1907 — 1979
“Tomorrow is the most important thing in life.

Comes into us at midnight very clean.

It’s perfect when it arrives and it puts itself in our hands.

It hopes we’ve learned something from yesterday.”

Psalm 95:7-8 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your heart, as in the 

provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 



“The Best Is Yet to Come” Francis Albert Sinatra
1915–1998 Beloved Husband & Father



Benjamin Franklin January 17, 1706 - April 17, 1790
As a young man, Benjamin Franklin wrote a humorous epitaph for himself in which 

he described himself as “food for worms.” He did not intend this epitaph to be used 
as the official epitaph on his gravestone, (the wording for which he included in his 

Will). This funny version, however, was graven on a bronze plaque and mounted on 
a brick wall of the cemetery in which his body rests, for all to enjoy.

2 Corinthians 5:1-2 For 
we know that if our 
earthly house of this

tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an 

house not made with 
hands, eternal in the 

heavens. For in this we 
groan, earnestly desiring 
to be clothed upon with 
our house which is from 

heaven: 



MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 1929 — 1968
Inscribed with the words from his powerful speech at Lincoln Memorial, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

famous epitaph stands in Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change and reads:

“Free at last. Free at last. Thank God Almighty I’m Free at last.”



HANK WILLIAMS, Sr (September 17, 1923 – January 1, 1953)

“PRAISE THE LORD I SAW THE LIGHT”



“Happy they who fearing God fear nothing else”

ASLEEP IN JESUS



The sin of Adam's laid me low,

For sin hath wrought an overthrow:

From dust I came to dust am come.

And now the dust's become my home;

When Christ comes down with saints to reign

Then dust me no more shall detain.

Lot Conant - Old Burying Ground Concord, Massachusetts





MEL BLANC “THAT’S ALL FOLKS”



1 Corinthians 15:22a … For as in Adam all die…
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Samuel Timothy Smith 
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And I loved deeper
And I spoke sweeter
And I gave forgiveness I'd been denying"
And he said
"Someday I hope you get the chance
To live like you were dying“



I finally read the Good Book, and I
Took a good, long, hard look

At what I'd do if I could do it all again
…

Someday I hope you get the chance
To live like you were dying



Ecclesiastes 9:1-3 (NLT) 1 This, too, I carefully explored: 
Even though the actions of godly and wise people are in 
God’s hands, no one knows whether God will show them 

favor. 2 The same destiny ultimately awaits everyone, 
whether righteous or wicked, good or bad, ceremonially 

clean or unclean, religious or irreligious. Good people 
receive the same treatment as sinners, and people who 

make promises to God are treated like people who don’t. 
3 It seems so wrong that everyone under the sun suffers 

the same fate. Already twisted by evil, people choose 
their own mad course, for they have no hope. There is 

nothing ahead but death anyway.



Ecclesiastes 9:4-8 (NLT) 4 There is hope only for the 
living. As they say, “It’s better to be a live dog than a 

dead lion!” 5 The living at least know they will die, but 
the dead know nothing. They have no further reward, 

nor are they remembered. 6 Whatever they did in 
their lifetime—loving, hating, envying—is all long 

gone. They no longer play a part in anything here on 
earth. 7 So go ahead. Eat your food with joy, and drink 

your wine with a happy heart, for God approves of 
this! 8 Wear fine clothes, with a splash of cologne!



Eccl 9:9-12 (NLT)9 Live happily with the woman you love through 
all the meaningless days of life that God has given you under the 

sun. The wife God gives you is your reward for all your earthly 
toil. 10 Whatever you do, do well. For when you go to the grave,
there will be no work or planning or knowledge or wisdom. 11 I 

have observed something else under the sun. The fastest runner 
doesn’t always win the race, and the strongest warrior doesn’t 
always win the battle. The wise sometimes go hungry, and the 

skillful are not necessarily wealthy. And those who are educated 
don’t always lead successful lives. It is all decided by chance, by 

being in the right place at the right time. 12 People can never 
predict when hard times might come. Like fish in a net or birds 

in a trap, people are caught by sudden tragedy.



John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 

might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 

Luke 18:29-30 And he said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 
parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the 

kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive 
manifold more in this present time, and in the 

world to come life everlasting. 



Philippians 1:20-23 According to my earnest 
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall 

be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in 
my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I 

live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: 
yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 

and to be with Christ; which is far better:



Philippians 1:24-27 Nevertheless to abide in the 
flesh is more needful for you. And having this 

confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue 
with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 

That your rejoicing may be more abundant in 
Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again. 

Only let your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, 
or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that 
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 

together for the faith of the gospel; 



Philippians 1:27-30 Only let your conversation be 
as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I 
come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 

your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of 
salvation, and that of God. For unto you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer for his sake; Having the same conflict 

which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 
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How 

should I 

plan to live 

like I am 

dying…

“Preach as never 
sure to preach again, 
and as a dying man 

to dying men.” –
Richard Baxter
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LET’S SEE … I’ll 

just  work up a 

few slides …
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.
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Romans 10:8-11 But what saith it? The word is nigh 

thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the 

word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt 

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 

the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture 

saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 

ashamed. Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
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Romans 10:8-11 But what saith it? The word is nigh 

thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the 

word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt 

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 

the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture 

saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 

ashamed. Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
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John 11:25-27 Jesus said unto her, I am the 

resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 

live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in 

me shall never die. Believest thou this? She 

saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that 

thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 

should come into the world. 
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Ecclesiastes 7:2 It is better to go to the 

house of mourning, than to go to the 

house of feasting: for that is the end of 

all men; and the living will lay it to his 

heart.  Having established that the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ should have the 

first and the last word in your life
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We should be serving God faithfully 

so we will be ready to meet him

• Col 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto 

you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 

minister and fellowservant in the Lord:
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We should be serving God faithfully 

so we will be ready to meet him

• Col 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto 

you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 

minister and fellowservant in the Lord:
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We should be serving God faithfully 

so we will be ready to meet him

• Col 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto 

you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 

minister and fellowservant in the Lord:

• Col 4:9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved 

brother

•
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• Col 1:7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our 

dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful 

minister of Christ;



46

• Col 1:7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our 

dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful 

minister of Christ;

• Gal 3:9 So then they which be of faith are 

blessed with faithful Abraham.



47Clear Public Faith

Acts 22:12 And one Ananias, a devout man 
according to the law, having a good report 
of all the Jews which dwelt there, 

Hebrews 11:1-2 Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen. For by it the elders obtained a 
good report. 



48Clear Public Faith

3 John 12 Demetrius hath good report of 
all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we 

also bear record; and ye know that our 
record is true. 

1 Timothy 3:7 Moreover he must have a 
good report of them which are without; 

lest he fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil. 
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We need to be public with our faith
• Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

• Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 

Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

• Romans 4:24-25 But for us also, to whom it (righteousness) 

shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 

Lord from the dead; (have faith) Who was delivered for our 

offences, and was raised again for our justification. 
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We need to be public with our faith

• Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
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We need to be public with our faith

• Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

• Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned. 
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We need to be public with our faith

• Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

• Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 

Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
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We need to be public with our faith

• Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

• Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 

Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

• Romans 4:24-25 But for us also, to whom it (righteousness) 

shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 

Lord from the dead; (have faith) Who was delivered for our 

offences, and was raised again for our justification. 
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We need to be public with our faith

Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall 

be ashamed of me and of my words 

in this adulterous and sinful generation; 

of him also shall the Son of man be 

ashamed, when he cometh in the glory 

of his Father with the holy angels. 
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2 Timothy 1:7-9 For God hath not given us the 

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of 

the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of 

the gospel according to the power of God; Who 

hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 

not according to our works, but according to his 

own purpose and grace, which was given us in 

Christ Jesus before the world began, 

We need to be public with our faith
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We need to be mindful of sin in our lives

Sin can and will keep man out of the kingdom 

1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; 

for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For 

this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 

that he might destroy the works of the devil.

Eph 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a 

glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, but that she should be holy and 

without blemish.
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We need to be mindful of sin in our lives

Matthew 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 

hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put 

it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and 

it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

Let your light so shine before men, that 

they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father which is in heaven. 
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How would you 

envision your funeral?
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• Lots of people attending from the 
community, family, friends, the 
church  (full chapel,  some even 
standing)
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• Lots of people attending from the 
community, family, friends, the 
church  (full chapel,  some even 
standing)

• Lots of open weeping and tears 
behind sunglasses
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
✓Praise your work in the community
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
✓Praise your work in the community
✓Glorify you and  your great skills & abilities
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
✓Praise your work in the community
✓Glorify you and  your great abilities
✓Talk of all your successes and ventures
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
✓Praise your work in the community
✓Glorify you and  your great abilities
✓Talk of all your successes and ventures
✓Tell an endearing story about you 
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The Minister would :
✓Express what a good person you were in life.
✓Rave about your good family and relations  
✓Praise your work in the community
✓Glorify you and  your great abilities
✓Talk of all your successes and ventures
✓Tell an endearing story about you 
✓Try to make the service as light hearted and 

easy on folks as possible. 
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Maybe you didn’t pick the minister for your 
funeral and they preached what is preached at 
most funerals … “Now our dear departed is looking 
down from Heaven on us.” (that helps make all the 
family members feel good after the service, right?)
Everyone likes to think that eternal life in heaven 
will be their home regardless of the kind of life 
they lived and what they believed and practiced.
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
✓ Lovely Flower Arrangements– lots and lots of 

them of all colors and sizes & both big and small
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
✓ Lovely Flower Arrangements– lots and lots of 

them of all colors and sizes & both big and small
✓ Beautiful soft music
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
✓ Lovely Flower Arrangements– lots and lots of 

them of all colors and sizes & both big and small
✓ Beautiful soft music
✓ Endless tears flowing down the cheeks of those 

present
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
✓ Lovely Flower Arrangements– lots and lots of 

them of all colors and sizes & both big and small
✓ Beautiful soft music
✓ Endless tears flowing down the cheeks of those 

present
✓Both regular and honorary pallbearers
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✓An enormous gathering of people at family night
✓ Lovely Flower Arrangements– lots and lots of 

them of all colors and sizes & both big and small
✓ Beautiful soft music
✓ Endless tears flowing down the cheeks of those 

present
✓Both regular and honorary pallbearers
✓A long parade of vehicles in your funeral 

procession
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We need to be planning our funerals NOW!
Physical death is not the “end of our existence”
We need to be thinking about life after death (& 

resurrection) and what THAT will be like.  
We need to be viewing this current life as a vapor 

that appears only a second and then vanishes away 
We need to be preparing for life which will last 

throughout eternity, forever and forever
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How 

should I 

plan for 

my 

funeral? 
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LET’S SEE

… I’ll just  

work up a 

few slides on 

how one may 

plan for their 

funeral …
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LET’S SEE
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few slides on 

how one may 

plan for their 

funeral …
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Genesis 49:29-33 And he charged them, and said unto 
them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with 

my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is

before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession 

of a buryingplace. There they buried Abraham and Sarah his 
wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried Leah. The purchase of the field and of the 
cave that is therein was from the children of Heth. And 

when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he 
gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, 

and was gathered unto his people. 
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Genesis 50:24-26 And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land unto the land 
which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the 
children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit 

you, and ye shall carry up my bones from 
hence. So Joseph died, being an hundred and 
ten years old: and they embalmed him, and 

he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 
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Isaiah 53:9 And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death; because 

he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth. 

Matthew 27:57-60 When the even was come, there came a 
rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was 

Jesus' disciple: He went to Pilate, and begged the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And 

when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 

hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door 
of the sepulchre, and departed. 
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Hebrews 11:22 By faith Joseph, 
when he died, made mention of the 
departing of the children of Israel; 

and gave commandment 
concerning his bones. 



84

John 5:24-29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 

from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 

Son of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father 
hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in 
himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment 

also, because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done 

good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
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Psalm 145:17-21 The LORD is righteous in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works. The LORD is

nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all 
that call upon him in truth. He will fulfil the 

desire of them that fear him: he also will hear 
their cry, and will save them. The LORD 

preserveth all them that love him: but all the 
wicked will he destroy. My mouth shall speak 
the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless 

his holy name for ever and ever. 
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Romans 14:10-12 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost 
thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the 

judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then 

every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 






