


Romans 12:1a

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God…

Wherefore is the 
Therefore
there for?
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Galatians 3:6–14 [6-9]

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham. And the scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 
blessed. So then they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abraham. 
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Galatians 3:6–14 [10-12]

For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. But 
that no man is justified by the law in the sight 
of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by 
faith. 

And the law is not of faith: but, The man that 
doeth them shall live in them. 
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Galatians 3:6–14 [13-14]

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 

…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.
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Galatians 3:21–22 

Is the law then against the promises of God? 
God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. 

…But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, 
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might 
be given to them that believe.
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Romans 11 [30-32]

For as ye in times past have not believed God, 
yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief: Even so have these also now not 
believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.
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Galatians 3:26–29 

For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.
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Romans 11 [33-36]

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or 
who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first 
given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
him again? For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen.
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Romans 12 [1a]

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God,

Ecclesiastes 8:15

Then I commended mirth, because a man hath 
no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and 
to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide 
with him of his labour the days of his life, which 
God giveth him under the sun.
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1 Corinthians 15:32 

If after the manner of men I have fought with 
beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if 
the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to 
morrow we die.

Luke 12:19-20a 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, 
Thou fool

17



1 Corinthians 15:32 

If after the manner of men I have fought with 
beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if 
the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to 
morrow we die.

Luke 12:19-20a 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, 
Thou fool

18



Romans 12 [1]

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, 

…that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 
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Romans 12:1

(ERV) So I beg you, brothers and sisters, because 
of the great mercy God has shown us, offer your 
lives as a living sacrifice to him—an offering that 
is only for God and pleasing to him. Considering 
what he has done, it is only right that you should 
worship him in this way.

(GNB) So then, my friends, because of God's 
great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer 
yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated 
to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true 
worship that you should offer.
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1 Peter 2:5 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
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Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

23



Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

G4964: suschēmatizō - soos-khay-mat-id’-zo

1 Peter 1:14 

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 
according to the former lusts in your ignorance:
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Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

G3339 - metamorphoō - met-am-or-fo’-o

Matthew 17:2a And was transfigured…

Mark 9:2b and he was transfigured…

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
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Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

G342 - anakainōsis - an-ak-ah'ee-no-sis

Titus 3:4-5 But after that the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not 

by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the      

H                                 oly Ghost; 28
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Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

Prove: G1381 - dokimazō - dok-im-ad’-zo

From G1384; to test; by implication to approve: -
allow, discern, examine, prove, try.

Romans 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself 
before God. Happy is he that condemneth not 

himself in that thing which he alloweth.
30



Romans 12 [2a]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove…

Prove: G1381 - dokimazō - dok-im-ad’-zo
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Romans 12 [2]

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that 

good, and 

acceptable, and 

perfect, 

will of God. 
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Romans 12:2

(ERV) Don't change yourselves to be like the 
people of this world, but let God change you 
inside with a new way of thinking. Then you will 
be able to understand and accept what God wants 
for you. You will be able to know what is good 
and pleasing to him and what is perfect.

(GNB) Do not conform yourselves to the standards 
of this world, but let God transform you inwardly 
by a complete change of your mind. Then you will 
be able to know the will of God—what is good
and is pleasing to him and is perfect.
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Ephesians 4:21–24 

If so be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye 
put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind; And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness.
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Romans 12 [3]

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but 
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. 
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1 Corinthians 4:7 

For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, 
as if thou hadst not received it?

Matthew 16:16–17 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 

Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 

heaven.
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Galatians 5:24–26 

24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let 
us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another.
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Romans 12 [4-6a]

For as we have many members in one body, and 
all members have not the same office: So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another. Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given to 
us…
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Romans 12 [6b-8]

…whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 
to the proportion of faith; 

…or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: 

…or he that teacheth, on teaching; 

…or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: 

…he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; 

…he that ruleth, with diligence; 

…he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
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1 Corinthians 12:27–31 

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular. And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are 
all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have 
all the gifts of healing? do all speak with 
tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly 
the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way.
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Romans 12 [9]

Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Psalm 34:14 

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and 
pursue it.

1 Thessalonians 5:15 

See that none render evil for evil unto any man; 
but ever follow that which is good, both among 

yourselves, and to all men.
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Psalm 45:7 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest
wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows.

James 3:17 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy.
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Romans 12 [10]

Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one 
another; 

--------------------------------------------------------

Philippians 2:3 

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves.
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1 Peter 1:22 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one another with 
a pure heart fervently:

John 13:34–35 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.
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Romans 12 [11]

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving 
the Lord; 

--------------------------------------------------------

Colossians 3:17 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

and the Father by him.

Colossians 3:23 

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men;
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Proverbs 18:9 

He also that is slothful in his work is brother to 
him that is a great waster.

Proverbs 6:6–9 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, 
and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, 
or ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and 
gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt 
thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out 
of thy sleep?
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Romans 12 [12]

Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer; 

--------------------------------------------------------

1 Thessalonians 5:16–17 

Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing.
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1 Peter 4:13 

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding 
joy.

1 John 5:14–15 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, 
that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of him.
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Romans 12 [13]

Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to 
hospitality. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Psalm 41:1 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the 
LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.
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Matthew 25:35 

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in:

Hebrews 13:2 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.
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Romans 12 [14]

Bless them which persecute you: bless, and 
curse not. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 5:44 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you;
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Matthew 5:38–42 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto 
you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. And if any man will sue thee at the 
law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to 
go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away.
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Romans 12 [15]

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Ecclesiastes 3:4 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance;
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James 5:13 

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any 
merry? let him sing psalms.

Galatians 6:1–2 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou 
also be tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ.
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Romans 12 [16]

Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Proverbs 3:7 

Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, 
and depart from evil.
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Romans 12 [16]

Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Proverbs 3:7 

Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, 
and depart from evil.

64



1 Corinthians 1:10 

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.

1 Peter 3:8 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous:
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Romans 12 [17]

Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Proverbs 20:22 

Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on 
the LORD, and he shall save thee.
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1 Peter 3:9 

Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: 
but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing.

1 Corinthians 13:4–5 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil;
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Romans 12 [18]

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 5:21–26 [21-22]

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be 
in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That 

whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of 

the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire. 69
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Matthew 5:21–26 [23-26]

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree 
with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in 
the way with him; lest at any time the adversary 
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 
Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means 
come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing.
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Romans 12 [19-21]

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head. 

…Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.
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Genesis 50:14–21 [14-16]

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his 
brethren, and all that went up with him to bury 
his father, after he had buried his father. And 
when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father 
was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure 
hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil 
which we did unto him. And they sent a 
messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did 
command before he died, saying, 
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Genesis 50:14–21 [17-19]

So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee 
now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; 
for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray 
thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the 
God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they 
spake unto him. And his brethren also went and 
fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, 
we be thy servants. And Joseph said unto them, 
Fear not: for am I in the place of God?
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Genesis 50:14–21 [20-21]

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is 
this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and 
your little ones. And he comforted them, and 
spake kindly unto them.
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1 Peter 4:16–19 

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. For the time is come that judgment must 
begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not 
the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 
sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suffer 
according to the will of God commit the keeping 
of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator.
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Romans 12 [20]

Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head.
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Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary

As the heaping of “coals of fire” is in the Old 
Testament the figurative expression of divine 
vengeance (Psa 140:10; Psa 11:6, etc.), the true 
sense of these words seems to be, “That will be 
the most effectual vengeance - a vengeance 
under which he will be fain to bend”

Psalm 140:10 Let burning coals fall upon them: 
let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that 
they rise not up again.
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Albert Barnes’ Notes on The Bible
Thou shalt heap ... - Coals of fire are doubtless 
emblematical of "pain." But the idea here is not that 
in so doing we shall call down divine vengeance on 
the man; but the apostle is speaking of the natural 
effect or result of showing him kindness. Burning 
coals heaped on a man's head would be expressive 
of intense agony. So the apostle says that the 
"effect" of doing good to an enemy would be to 
produce pain. But the pain will result from shame, 
remorse of conscience, a conviction of the evil of his 
conduct, and an apprehension of divine displeasure 
that may lead to repentance. To do this, is not only 
perfectly right, but it is desirable. If a man can be 
brought to reflection and true repentance, it should 
be done. 79



Galatians 6:7–9 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not.
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For there is no respect of 
persons with God.

81

The just shall 
live by faith.




