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FIERY TRIALS

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply:
The flame shall not hurt thee; | only design

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine ”

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose

Lwillinot! Lwillnot desert to its foes:

iThat'soulthoughtallihell should endeavor to shake,
I'llnever,'no, never, no, never forsake!”
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anger, grief, or lust
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Reproaches: ridicule and rejection on account of faith or
noliness
Dersecutions hostile harassment and violent
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Tribulations:iunusual pressures, challenges and
‘suffering ™~




FIERY TRIALS

Fiery trials: intense encounters or struggles; bursts of
anger, grief, or lust

nfirmities: physical limitations and ilinesses
Reproaches: ridicule and rejection on account of faith or

noliness
Persecutions: hostile harassment and violent

oppression due;to rellglous convictions
Necessities iwearand|care of daily responsibilities
Dlstresses dlsappomtments and deep hurts
Trlbulatlons unusual pressures challenges and

-suﬁenng 2
sTemptations: opportunities to yield to our sinful nature
-(the old man) =
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Matthew 5:44-8

Matthew 5:44 But | say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye
may be the children of your Father which is in
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust®46iFonifiyellove them which love you, what

reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same? 47 And If ye salute your brethren only, what
~ do ye more than others? do not even the publicans

= 's'o’g"_ 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
_ Which is in-heaven is perfect.

-
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Why Is This Happening to Me?

(The Purposes of Adversity)




Why Is This Happening to Me?

God May be Using The
Affliction to Cause Us to

Draw Near to Him

A
<<A'Psalm of David.>> Unto thee, O LORD, do | lift
up.my souI.God,trust In thee: let me not be ashamed,
let not mine enemies trlu'mph over me.
‘Psalms 27:7-8"Hear, O LORD, when | cry with my voice: have
.mercy also upon me, and answer me. When thou saidst, Seek
ye my,face; my heart said-unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will |

SEEK. pe i o —
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Why Is This Happening to Me?

1 Exodus 15:2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he
is my God, and | will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and | will exalt him.
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Why iIs This Happening to Me?

Sometimes Affliction is a Form

of Chastisement
(Discipline out of His love for us)

0fAnd’he said unto me, My grace is
fogmy strength is made perfect in

2 Corinthians12:9-
sufficient forsthee:
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

infirmities,
Therefore | take pleasure (am well content) in infirmities

f

(Weaknesses) In reproaches (insults), in necessities
"(dlfflcultles) N persecutlons In distresses for Christ's

——

> sake: for when | am weak, then am | strong.
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Why iIs This Happening to Me?

Sometimes Affliction is a Form

of Chastisement

(Discipline out of His love for us)

1. Corinthians 1:26-29 For ye see your calling, brethren,
how,that not many,wise men after the flesh, not many

—-n‘d things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
- things which are -not, to bring to nought things that are:
: *=“That no flesh should glory in his presence.

— o - - - -
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Hebrews 12:11

Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous:.nevertheless afterward
itlyleldethithe peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which

W

- are exercised thereby.
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PARABLE OF THE UNLABELED TEA BAG




Why Is This Happening to Me?

Sometimes Affliction is a Natural
Consequence of Our Sin

Galatians 6:7-10 Be not dgcej‘\_/'ed; God Is not mocked: for
whatsoever,a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he

that'sowethitolhisiflesh’shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to‘t.he Spirit shall of the Splrlt reap Ilfe

everlstlng And

. _due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

A-—-‘

— especially unto them who are of the household of faith.
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Why Is This Happening to Me?

Sometimes Adversity Simply Means
That Our Adversary is at Work

1 Peter 5:6-9 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your
care upon him; for he careth for Lyou. Be sober, be vigilant;
because your, adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about¥seekingywhomihelmay devour: Whom resist stedfast
in the faith; knowrng that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
~James 4:7-8Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
: devrl ‘and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will
" draw nrgh to you ‘Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify
- . your hearts, ye double minded.
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Why Is This Happening to Me?

Sometimes Adversity Simply Means
That Our Adversary is at Work

Ephesians 6:10-18 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. Forwe wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against prmmpalltles'agamst powers, agalnst the rulers of the darkness of this
m S ey
worldragainst spiritual wickedness'in high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour, of, God} that'ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
d
havmg done all, to stand Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with
trutﬁ’énd having on E]_g breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with
B the preparatlon of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith,
~wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And
ftake the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
. God: Praylng always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and

watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
-




Why Is This Happening to Me?
Afflictions May Serve to Prepare Us

for Our Responsibilities in Eternity

Philippians 3:7-11 But what things were gain to me, those |
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and | count all
thlngs but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of

WhICh is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Chrlst the righteousness which is of
God by faith: That | may know him, and the power of his
. ‘resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being

made conformable unto his death; If by any means | might
e attain unto the resurrection of the dead."



Why Is This Happening to Me?
Afflictions May Serve to Prepare Us

for Our Responsibilities in Eternity

Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame, and
am set down with my F Father in his throne.
Revelationkl:5:6FAnd from’Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
andithefirsttbegotten of the dead, and the prince
of .the kings of;the earth Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made

~us klngs and prlests unto God and his Father; to him be

... glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
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Why Is This Happening to Me?
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iAffIictions‘IV_I_ay-Séﬁrveto Prepare Us

- for Our Responsibilities in Eternity
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Why Is This Happening to Me?

Afflictions May Serve to Prepare Us

for Our Responsibilities in Eternity

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Know ye not that they which
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So
run,sthat.ye may,obtain."And.every man that striveth
fothelmasteryjisitemperate in all things. Now they
do'it to obtain’a corruptlble crown; but we an

iIncorruptible. Itherefore SO run, not as uncertainly;

~ so fight I’not'as one that beateth the air: But | keep
,_under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that

by.any means, “when l-have preached to others, |
v e myself should'be a castaway.

S~



2 Corinthians 4:13-18

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but
not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So
then death worketh in us, but life in you. . We having the same spirit of
faith, according as it is written, | believed, and therefore have | spoken;
we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowmg that he which raised up
Jesus shall raise up,us,also by Jesus, and shall present us with
Forallithingstareiforyour sakes, that the abundant grace might
through the thnksglvmgef many redound to the glory of God. For
which cause we faint ne not; but though our outward man perish, yet the
Inward man'is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
~weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the'things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
w temporal; but-the things which are not seen are eternal.

_—~



Psalm 105:16-21

Moreover he called for a famine upon the
land: he brake the whole staff of bread. He
sent a man before them, even Joseph,
who was sold for a servant. Whose feet

they hurt with fetters .he was laid In iron:

of, the LORDtrled him. The king sent and
loosed him; even the ruler of the people,

—and let him.go free. He made him lord of
~his’house, and ruler of all his substance: .
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Romans 5:3-5

And not only so, but we glory In
tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; And
patience, experience; and experience,
aketh not ashamed;
because*thglove of God is shed

~ abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
- which is given unto us.




Why Is This Happening to Me?

God May Use Your Affliction(s) to
Prepare You to Help Others Later

2.Corinthiansil:3:4 Blessed'be God, even the Father

ofiourllordfesusiChrist, the Father of mercies, and
the God ofiallfcomfort; Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them

“ = whichare in‘any trouble, by the comfort wherewith

.. we ourselves are comforted of God.

— - —~




Genesis 50:20-21

But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant It unto
good, to bring to pass, as It is this
day, to save much people alive.
Now;,therefore fear ye not: | will

~And he comforted them, and
- spakekindly unto them.

- =
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2 Thessalonians 1:2-5

Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are bound to thank
God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because
that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the
charity of every one of you all toward each other
aboundeth; So that\we ourselves glory in you in the
churches ofiGodiforgyour patience and faith in all

ywpersecutlons and tribulations that ye
endure:\Which'is a manifest token of the righteous
~ Judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of
- the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:




Keeping Things in Proper
Perspective




Hebrews 2:14

“Since then the children share in flesh
and blood He Himself likewise also
partooklofithelsame, that through death
renderjpowerless him who had
power of death, that is, the devil."




Revelation 21:4

“And He shall wipe away every tear from
their eyes; and there shall no longer be
any.death; there shall no longer be any

mourningjorcrying, or pain; the first

things ha;ve passed away."




Romans 8:38-39

“"For | am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor thlngs present, nor things to come,
h‘elght nor depth, nor
creat%('j thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which

~Is'In Christ Jesus our Lord."




Psalm 30:5

"Weeping may last for the night, But a
shout of joy comes in the morning."

\




Romans 8:18

“For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be

the glory that is to be




James 1:12

“Blessed IS a man who perseveres under
trial; for once he has been approved, he

willlreceive.thelcrown of life, which the
I*ordthasipromised to those who love

Y tim.




Romans 8:37

‘But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him
wholloved us.




1 Corinthians 2:9

“But just as it Is written, Things which
eye has not seen and ear has not heard,

and\which have not entered the heart of




1 Peter 1.7

“That the proof of your faith, being more
precious than gold which is perishable,
even though tested by‘fire, may be found

tolresultiinipraiseland glory and honor at

the'revelation of Jesus Christ."

'




1 Peter 5:10

"And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all Il grace, who called

M!]{E[IB eternal glory in Christ, will
Himselfjperfecticonfirm, strengthen and




“In time of trouble say:

First—God brought me here. It is by His will |
am in this strait place. In that | will rest.
Next—He will keep me Iin His love and give
me grace in this trial to behave as His child.
Thernr—He will make the trial a blessing,
teaching me lessons He intends me to learn,
and working'in me the grace He means to
bestow.

Last—In His good 'time He can bring me out
again—how and when He knows.

1 am here—by God’s appointment, in His
keeping, under His training, for His time.”

( - W
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SsssmENCouragement

1 Corinthians 10:13-14 There hath no
temptation taken you but such as iIs
common to man: but God is faithful, who
willlnot'suffersyou'to be tempted above that
velare able,lbﬂtﬁv'lll with the temptation also
make a'way.to escape, that ye may be able
"~ to bear it. Wherefore, my dearly beloved,

~ flee from idolatry.




_],Peter 4:12-13

——

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened

unto you: But rejoice, ‘inasmuch as ye are

f Christ's sufferings; that,
when his'glory'shall be revealed, ye may

- be glad also with exceeding joy."







KEEP YOUR FORK

g

:I"I:IE BEST IS YET TO COME!



Hebrews 10:34-36

For ye had compassion of me in my
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of
your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye
have.in heaven a better and an enduring

substance®Castinot away therefore your

confldencewhlc_:'h hath great recompence

~ that, after y have done the will of God, ye

" might receive the promise.



James 1:1-4

James, a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which
are scattered abroad, greeting. My

_ brethren, count |t all Joy when ye fall into
diversitemptations; Knowing this, that
the'trying of your faith worketh patience.
But Iet'patlence have her perfect work,
‘that ye may be perfect and entire,
. _wanting nothing.




Proverbs 17:3

The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace
for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.

25: 49 Take away the dross
S|Iver and there shall come
fprth_a vessel for the finer.



Psalm 66:8-12

8 O bless our God, ye people, and make the
voice of his praise to be heard: 9 Which
holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our
feet to be moved. 10 For thou, O God, hast
proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.

Thoulbroughtestius into the net; thou laidst
upon-our loins. 12 Thou hast caused
men to rldé'c')-\'/er our heads; we went through
fire’and through water: but thou broughtest us

out into a wealthy place.




Zechariah 13:9

And | will bring the third part through the
fire, and will refine them as silver is
reflned and will try. themas gold is tried:

on my name, and | will
say, It Is my people: and
The LORD is my God.




Malachi 3:3

And he shall sit
as arefiner and
purifier of silver:
~and he shall
ﬂ purify the sons of
" Levi, and purge
them as gold and
silver, that they
may offer unto the
LORD an offering
In righteousness.




THE SILVERSMITH




THE S| LVERSI\/IITH
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1 John 3:2-3

Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know

that,,when he'shall appear, we
shalltbellikerhim; for we shall see

him'as'he'isYAnd every man that
~ hath this hope in him purifieth
~ __himself even as he is pure.

—
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HE will NEVER leave
youl or forsake you.
Trust Yourself To Him.

Y REMEMBER
EPH 6:17 AND TAKE..THE Swgili_ ZZ;HE CHURC OF GOD THE
SPIRIT WHICH IS THE WOR AT WOODSTOCK } SABBATH
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