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Rules of Engagement

Fighting Fair



James 4:1-2 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t 
they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire 
but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what 
you want, so you quarrel and fight… 



The Desires of the Heart and the Progression of Sin

⚫ James 4:1-3

 When a desire becomes a demand, then we 
know that:
⚫ The person’s ultimate desire is not to please God, but 

to gratify self

⚫ The thing desired has become an idol, or God-
replacement

⚫ The person is worshipping the creature, instead of the 
Creator

⚫ Sin has occurred, and conflict is probably not far away



Will you fight to the glory of God?



Ephesians 4:1-3  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  With 
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:1-3 NLT  Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, 
beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been 
called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each 
other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your 
love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, 
binding yourselves together with peace.



Matthew 5:21-24 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 
danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift. 



Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 



2 Corinthians 5:18-19 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 



Overlooking Offenses

Proverbs 19:11 The discretion of a man deferreth his 
anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression.

Proverbs 17:14 The beginning of strife is as when one 
letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it 
be meddled with. 

1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of 
sins. 

Ephesians 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 



Proverbs 26:4-5 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou 
also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 
be wise in his own conceit. 



Proverbs 26:4-5 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou 
also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 
be wise in his own conceit. 

Two sides of a truth. To "answer a fool according to his folly" is in Pr 26:4 to bandy 
words with him, to descend to his level of coarse anger and vile abuse; in Pr 26:5 it is 
to say the right word at the right time, to expose his unwisdom and untruth to others 
and to himself, not by a teaching beyond his reach, but by words that he is just able to 
apprehend. - Albert Barnes



Proverbs 15:1-2 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge 
aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness. 



Proverbs 14:29 He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: 
but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 

James 1:19-20 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteousness of God. 



Proverbs 15:23 Joy comes to a man with the reply of his mouth. 
How good is a word at the right time! 



Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 



Philippians 2:1-4 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let
nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others. 



Ephesians 4:29-32 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 



Colossians 3:12-15 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body; and be ye thankful. 



Colossians 3:12-15 NLT Since God chose you to be the holy 
people He loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive 
anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let 
the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And 
always be thankful.



Romans 12:14-21 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and 
curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil. 
Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore 
if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for 
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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