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Spiritual Maturity





2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen. 



Romans 8:29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Ephesians 4:11-14 And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 



2 Peter 1:5-8 NLT …Supplement your faith with a generous 
provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with patient endurance, and patient endurance 
with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more you 
grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Romans 8:29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Ephesians 4:11-14 And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 



Ephesians 4:15-19 But speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. This I say therefore, and testify 
in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling 
have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness. 



Ephesians 4:20-27 But ye have not so learned 
Christ; If so be that ye have heard Him, and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye 
put off concerning the former conversation the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man 
truth with his neighbour: for we are members one 
of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun 
go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the 
devil. 



Ephesians 4:28-32 Let him that stole steal no more: but 
rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not 
the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you. 5:1-2 Be ye therefore followers of God, as 
dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour. 



Do you rejoice in trials?



Romans 5:1-5 Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And 
patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given 
unto us. 



Romans 5:3-4 NIV Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.

Romans 5:3-4 NIRV And that’s not all. We are full of joy even when we suffer. 
We know that our suffering gives us the strength to go on. The strength to go 
on produces character. Character produces hope.

Romans 5:3-4 NLT We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, 
for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops 
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of 
salvation.



John 15:1-5 I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit, 
He taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, 
He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now 
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can 
do nothing. 



John 15:8 Herein is My Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples. 



Do you resist reproof?





Proverbs 15:31-33 The ear that 
heareth the reproof of life abideth 
among the wise. He that refuseth 
instruction despiseth his own soul: 
but he that heareth reproof getteth 
understanding. The fear of the LORD 
is the instruction of wisdom; and 
before honour is humility.



Psalms 141:5 Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a 
kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an 
excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my 
prayer also shall be in their calamities. 

Proverbs 9:8-9 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate 
thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. Give 
instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: 
teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.



What do you pray about?



Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you;

Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 
that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 



Luke 10:2 Therefore said He unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would 
send forth labourers into His harvest. 



Ephesians 1:16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 
my prayers; 

Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 



2 Corinthians 13:7-9 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should 
appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as 
reprobates. For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. For we 
are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even
your perfection.

2 Corinthians 13:7-9 NLT We pray to God that you will not do what is wrong 
by refusing our correction. I hope we won’t need to demonstrate our 
authority when we arrive. Do the right thing before we come—even if that 
makes it look like we have failed to demonstrate our authority. For we cannot 
oppose the truth, but must always stand for the truth. We are glad to seem 
weak if it helps show that you are actually strong. We pray that you will 
become mature.



Ephesians 1:15-20 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, 
Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him
at His own right hand in the heavenly places,



Ephesians 3:14-19 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That 
He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to 
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God.



Philippians 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are 
excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God.



Colossians 4:2-4 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 
Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, 
to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make 
it manifest, as I ought to speak.

Colossians 4:2-4 NLT Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a 
thankful heart. Pray for us, too, that God will give us many opportunities to 
speak about his mysterious plan concerning Christ. That is why I am here in 
chains. Pray that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I should.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we 
may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not 
faith.



1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers; Remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father; Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of 
God.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His
goodness, and the work of faith with power:



2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His
goodness, and the work of faith with power:



Are you yet “me first”?



1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not 
expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. 

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to 
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: Even as I please all men in all things, 
not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 

1 Corinthians 8:9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.



Philippians 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.



Is progressive sanctification evident in you?



1 Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to 
the former lusts in your ignorance: But as He which hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I 
am holy. 



1 John 3:6 Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen Him, neither known Him. 



Philippians 2:12-13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure. 



Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. 
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