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Generational Sins & Curses —
Are They Biblical?




Ezekiel 18:1-4 ...ye use this proverb concerning the land
of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children's teeth are set on edge...



Exodus 20:5-6 ... the LORD thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate Me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them
that love Me, and keep My commandments.



Exodus 34:7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no
means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children, and upon the children's
children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.



Numbers 14:18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of great
mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no
means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation.



Deuteronomy 5:9-10 ...| the LORD thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate Me, And shewing mercy unto thousands of
them that love Me and keep My commandments.



“visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate Me”

What does this mean?



Ezekiel 18:1-4 The word of the LORD came unto me
again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have
eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on
edge? As | live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have
occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold,
all souls are Mine; as the soul of the father, so also the
soul of the son is Mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.



Ezekiel 18:14-17 Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all
his father's sins which he hath done, and considereth,
and doeth not such like, That hath not eaten upon the
mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife,
Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the
pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given
his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked
with a garment, That hath taken off his hand from the
poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath
executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he
shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely
live.




Jeremiah 31:29-30 In those days they shall say no more,
The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's
teeth are set on edge. But every one shall die for his own

iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth
shall be set on edge.



The results/effects of sin are not handed down to descendents
genetically or legally. The negative effects of sin are handed
down as learned behavior. The phrase “to the fourth
generation” refers back to the great-grandfather and indicates
that the influence a man has on his son, grandson, and great-
grandson only extends as long as he is living. His ability to
transmit his ungodly ways to his descendents ceases when he
dies. During his life, however, his descendents can choose
whether they follow in his wicked ways or turn to the Lord.
Therefore, we are neither responsible for our forefathers’ sins
nor are we doomed to repeat them. Also, we do not have the
legal guilt or the genetic tendency that proponents of
generational curse teach.

http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/200704/200704_114 GenCurse.cfm



Jeremiah 32:18 Thou shewest lovingkindness unto
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers
into the bosom of their children after them: the Great,
the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is His name.



Exodus 20:5-6 YLT ...I, Jehovah thy God, am a zealous
God, charging iniquity of fathers on sons, on the third
generation, and on the fourth, of those hating Me, and
doing kindness to thousands, of those loving Me and
keeping My commands.



ADAM CLARKE COMMENTARY

Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children -
This necessarily implies - if the children walk in the steps
of their fathers; for no man can be condemned by Divine
justice for a crime of which he was never guilty; see
Ezekiel 18. Idolatry is however particularly intended, and
visiting sins of this kind refers principally to national
judgments...These national judgments, thus continued
from generation to generation, appear to be what are
designed by the words in the text, Visiting the sins of the
fathers upon the children, etc.




Numbers 14:33 And your children shall wander in the
wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until
your carcases be wasted in the wilderness.



1 Samuel 15:2-3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, | remember
that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in
the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare
them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.



1 Kings 21:29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself
before Me? because he humbleth himself before Me, |
will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days
will I bring the evil upon his house.

2 Kings 23:26 Notwithstanding the LORD turned not
from the fierceness of His great wrath, wherewith His
anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the
provocations that Manasseh had provoked Him withal.



Daniel 9:4,5,7-9, NASB And | prayed to the Lord my God and
confessed and said, ‘Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God,
who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love
Him and keep His commandments, we have sinned, committed
iniquity, acted wickedly, and rebelled, even turning aside from Thy
commandments and ordinances. ... Righteousness belongs to
Thee, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day — to the men
of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, those who
are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to
which Thou hast driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds
which they have committed against Thee. Open shame belongs to
us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we
have sinned against Thee. To the Lord our God belong compassion
and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him’



Isaiah 65:6-7 Behold, it is written before Me: | will not
keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense
into their bosom, Your iniquities, and the iniquities of
your fathers together, saith the LORD, which have
burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed
Me upon the hills: therefore will | measure their
former work into their bosom.



Matthew 23:34-36 Wherefore, behold, | send unto you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them
ve shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from
city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous
blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom
ve slew between the temple and the altar. Verily | say
unto you, All these things shall come upon this
generation.



Jeremiah 18:7-10 At what instant | shall speak
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck
up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation,
against whom | have pronounced, turn from their evil, |
will repent of the evil that | thought to do unto them.
And at what instant | shall speak concerning a nation,
and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; If it
do evil in My sight, that it obey not my voice, then | will
repent of the good, wherewith | said | would benefit
them.



Deuteronomy 30:19 | call heaven and earth to record
this day against you, that | have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live:



Romans 5:18-19 So then as through one trespass, all
men were condemned; even so through one act of
righteousness, all men were justified to life. For as
through the one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, even so through the obedience of the one will
many be made righteous.

Romans 5:12 Therefore, as sin entered into the world
through one man, and death through sin; and so death
passed to all men, because all sinned.

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God,;



John 8:31-36 Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye
My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free. They answered Him, We
be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus
answered them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant
abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth
ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.



2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.
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