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Sinful Speech:
Speaking Things We Ought Not



Keeping Unity

And 

Keeping Your Life
Through 

Keeping Your Mouth



Proverbs 13:3 He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he 
that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.



Psalms 34:13  Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
speaking guile.

1 Peter 2:1  Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,



James 3:1-6  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we 
shall receive the greater condemnation.  For in many things we 
offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 
man, and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits 
in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about 
their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so 
great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about 
with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. Even 
so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  And the tongue is 
a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, 
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of 
nature; and it is set on fire of hell.



James 3:7-12  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of 
serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed 
of mankind:  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude 
of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain 
send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?  Can the fig 
tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no 
fountain both yield salt water and fresh.



Luke 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

Matthew 12:34-37 …for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 



Ephesians 5:1-4  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweetsmelling savour. But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.



Proverbs 12:22  Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they 
that deal truly are His delight.

Proverbs 6:16-19  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven 
are an abomination unto Him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood,  An heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among 
brethren.



Ephesians 4:1-3 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With 
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves.



Ephesians 4:24-32 And that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore 
putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: 
for we are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let 
not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the 
devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have 
to give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 



2 Corinthians 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find 
you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye 
would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, 
backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults:

2 Corinthians 12:20 NLT  For I am afraid that when I come I won’t 
like what I find, and you won’t like my response. I am afraid that I 
will find quarreling, jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, gossip, 
arrogance, and disorderly behavior.



1 Timothy 5:13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about 
from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and 
busybodies, speaking things which they ought not. 

1 Timothy 5:13 NLT And if they are on the list, they will learn to be 
lazy and will spend their time gossiping from house to house, 
meddling in other people’s business and talking about things they 
shouldn’t.



Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men. 



Romans 1:28-32 And even as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without 
understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that 
they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do 
the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.



Psalms 101:5  Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, 
him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud 
heart will not I suffer.



Psalms 15:1-3 LORD, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? 
who shall dwell in Thy holy hill?  He that walketh 
uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the 
truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his 
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbour.



What is gossip?



Leviticus 19:16-18  Thou shalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer [rakiyl] among thy people: neither shalt thou 
stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD. 
Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin 
upon him. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.

7400 rakiyl
from 7402 a scandal-monger (as travelling about)



The Hebrew word translated “gossip” in the Old Testament is 
defined as “one who reveals secrets, one who goes about as a 
talebearer or scandal-monger.” A gossiper is a person who has 
privileged information about people and proceeds to reveal that 
information to those who have no business knowing it. Gossip is 
distinguished from sharing information in two ways:

1. Intent. Gossipers often have the goal of building themselves up 
by making others look bad and exalting themselves as some kind 
of repositories of knowledge.

2. The type of information shared. Gossipers speak of the faults 
and failings of others, or reveal potentially embarrassing or 
shameful details regarding the lives of others without their 
knowledge or approval. Even if they mean no harm, it is still 
gossip.



The New Testament warns against gossiping. The Greek 
word translated “gossip” means whisper or whisperer. In 
other words, the focus is not on the falsehood of the 
word but on the fact that it needs to be surreptitious. It 
is not open and candid and forthright. It has darkness 
about it. It does not operate in the light of love. It is not 
aiming at healing. It strokes the ego’s desire to be seen 
as right without playing by the rules of love. 

- John Piper



GOSSIP

• Empty, idle words about others

• Accusations &/or insinuations which discredit 
instead of build up

• Idle talk intended to turn one’s opinion against a 
person or situation

• Gossip can be true or false



Proverbs 16:28 A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer 
separateth chief friends.

Proverbs 17:9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but 
he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.



Proverbs 10:18  He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that 
uttereth a slander, is a fool.

Proverbs 26:24-26  He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and 
layeth up deceit within him;  When he speaketh fair, believe him 
not: for there are seven abominations in his heart.  Whose hatred 
is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the 
whole congregation.



Proverbs 26:20-22  Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so 
where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  As coals are to 
burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle 
strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down 
into the innermost parts of the belly.



Hebrews 12:14-15 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord: Looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 



Bitterness and a bitter spirit should never characterize a person who has experienced 
the saving grace of God through Jesus Christ. No matter how seriously one may have 
been wronged, if he has known God’s forgiving grace for his own wrongdoings, he 
should manifest that same grace in his life toward others, even though they do not 
merit it (for neither did he merit God’s forgiving grace himself). Bitterness is a 
characteristic of the ungodly “whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness” (Romans 
3:14). A Christian must never try to rationalize it as “righteous indignation” or to think 
that certain injustices give him the “right” to be bitter and resentful. “If ye have bitter 
envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish” (James 3:14-15). Rooted 
bitterness will soon “spring up,” not only robbing the bitter believer of joy and true 
fruitfulness, but bearing bitter fruit whereby many others will “be defiled.” The antidote, 
of course, is never to “fail of the grace of God.” That is, we need to be “looking 
diligently,” moment by moment, at the wonderful grace of God by which we were saved 
through faith and in which we continue to live each day. Therefore, “let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:31-32). Otherwise, we not only 
hurt both ourselves and others, but we also grieve “the holy Spirit of God” (v. 30). HMM
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We are all called to initiate involvement in each other’s lives… We 
covenant together to work and pray for unity, to walk together in 
love, to exercise care and watchfulness over each other, to 
faithfully admonish and entreat one another as occasion may 
require, to assemble together, to pray for each other, to rejoice 
and to bear with each other, and to pray for God’s help in all this.

— Mark Dever



Notice, we never pray for folks we gossip about, and we never 
gossip about the folk for whom we pray! For prayer is a great 
deterrent.

Leonard Ravenhill



1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient and is kind; love 
doesn't envy. Love doesn't brag, is not proud, doesn't 
behave itself inappropriately, doesn't seek its own way, is 
not provoked, takes no account of evil; doesn't rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 



Philippians 4:4-8 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is
at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. 



Colossians 4:6  Let your speech be alway with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man.



Ephesians 4:29  Let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
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