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Understanding the Bible:

1 & 2 Kings



1 & 2 Kings
ca. 970 - 586 BC

The Kingdom United, Divided, And Exiled





1 Kings 11:41 And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

The rest of the acts of _____-____…are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

The rest of the acts of __________…are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel?





1 & 2 Kings

1:1-4:34  The Reign Of Solomon Established
5:1-9:28 The Temple Established And Consecrated

10:1-12:24 Solomon Turns From God – The Kingdom Divides
12:25-14:20  Jeroboam Leads The Northern Kingdom Away From God

14:21-16:34 Successions Of Kings In Israel And Judah
16:35-22:53  God Judges King Ahab With Elijah The Prophet

1:1-10:36  God Judges Ahab’s Family With Elisha, Jehu, And Hazael
11:1-17:4  The Divided Kingdom – Jehu To The Fall Of Samaria

18:1-25:30  Judah’s Final Years – The Babylonian Exile
18:1-20:21 Judah Reforms Under Hezekiah
21:1-26 Manasseh Brings Doom To Judah
22:1-23:30 Judah Reforms Under Josiah

23:31-25:30 Judah Falls To Babylon



1 Kings 1-11

- How Solomon Came To The Throne

- Solomon’s Renown For Wisdom

- The Building Of The Temple And His Palace

- Solomon’s Demise And The Reasons For It



1 Kings 3:1-3 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 
Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end 
of building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem 
round about. Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no house 
built unto the name of the LORD, until those days. And Solomon loved the LORD, 
walking in the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high 
places. 



1 Kings 3:4-14 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great 
high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon 
the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall 
give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father 
great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that 
thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O LORD my 
God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy 
people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted 
for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, 
that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a 
people? And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God 
said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but 
hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; Behold, I have done 
according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so 
that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and 
honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And 
if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 



1 Kings 4:20-21 Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry. And Solomon reigned over all 
kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: 
they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. 



1 Kings 5:1-5 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard 
that they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover 
of David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou knowest how that David my father 
could not build an house unto the name of the LORD his God for the wars which 
were about him on every side, until the LORD put them under the soles of his feet. 
But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither 
adversary nor evil occurrent. And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name 
of the LORD my God, as the LORD spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I 
will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house unto My name. 



1 Kings 11:1-13 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter 
of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; Of the 
nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to 
them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after 
their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, 
and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. For it came to pass, 
when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart 
was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. For Solomon 
went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of 
the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the 
LORD, as did David his father. Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the 
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 
of the children of Ammon. And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods. And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart 
was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, And had 
commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept 
not that which the LORD commanded. Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch 
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have 
commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. 
Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy father's sake: but I will rend it out 
of the hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one tribe 
to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen. 



1 Kings 13:1-10 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of 
the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried 
against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; 
Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee 
shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's 
bones shall be burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the 
sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that 
are upon it shall be poured out. And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the 
saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth 
his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth 
against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him. The altar also was 
rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of 
God had given by the word of the LORD. And the king answered and said unto the 
man of God, Intreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king's 
hand was restored him again, and became as it was before. And the king said unto the 
man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward. 
And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not 
go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place: For so was it 
charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn 
again by the same way that thou camest. So he went another way, and returned not 
by the way that he came to Bethel.



1 Kings 13:11-24 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him 
all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had 
spoken unto the king, them they told also to their father. And their father said unto them, 
What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came 
from Judah. And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and 
he rode thereon, And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and 
he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am. Then 
he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And he said, I may not return with 
thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: For 
it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, 
nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest. He said unto him, I am a prophet also as 
thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with 
thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. So he 
went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water. And it came to pass, 
as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him 
back: And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the 
commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, But camest back, and hast 
eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no 
bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. 
And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for 
him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. And when he was gone, a 
lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass 
stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase. 



1 Kings
15:1-6 Abijam's wicked reign 

15:7-8 Asa succeeds him
15:9-15 Asa's good reign. 

15:16-22 The war between Baasha and him causes him to make a league with Ben-
Hadad

15:23-24 Jehoshaphat succeeds Asa 
15:25-26 Nadab's wicked reign 

15:27-30 Baasha conspiring against him, executes Ahijah's prophecy
15:31-32 Nadab's acts and death 
15:33-34. Baasha's wicked reign 



1 Kings
16:1-4 Jehu's prophecy against Baasha

16:5-7 Elah succeeds him
16:8-10 Zimri, conspiring against Elah, succeeds him

16:11-14 Zimri executes Jehu's prophecy 
16:15-20 Omri, made king by the soldiers, forces Zimri desperately to burn himself 

16:21-22 The kingdom being divided, Omri prevails against Tibni
16:23-24 Omri builds Samaria

16:25-26 His wicked reign
16:27-28 Ahab succeeds him

16:29-33 Ahab's most wicked reign
16:34 Joshua's curse upon Hiel the builder of Jericho



1 Kings 17:8-16 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of 
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, 
that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I 
pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I 
have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that 
we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: 
but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 
and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon 
the earth. And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 



Luke 4:24-28 And He said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own 
country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was 
throughout all the land; But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the 
time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the 
Syrian. And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, 
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2 Kings 23:1-9 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of 
Jerusalem. And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both 
small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was 
found in the house of the LORD. And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the 
LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his 
statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were 
written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant. And the king commanded Hilkiah 
the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth 
out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for 
all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried 
the ashes of them unto Bethel. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah 
had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 
about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to 
the planets, and to all the host of heaven. And he brought out the grove from the house of the 
LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped 
it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people. 
And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the LORD, where the 
women wove hangings for the grove. And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and 
defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba, and brake 
down the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor 
of the city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city. Nevertheless the priests of the 
high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened 
bread among their brethren. 



2 Kings 23:10-15 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of 
Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to 
Molech. And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at 
the entering in of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the 
chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 
And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of 
Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the 
house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and 
cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron. And the high places that were before 
Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon 
the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for 
Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the 
children of Ammon, did the king defile. And he brake in pieces the images, and cut 
down the groves, and filled their places with the bones of men. Moreover the altar 
that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned 
the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove. 



2 Kings 23:19-27 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of 
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took 
away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Bethel. And he 
slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the altars, and burned 
men's bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem. And the king commanded all the 
people, saying, Keep the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in the book 
of this covenant. Surely there was not holden such a passover from the days of the 
judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of 
Judah; But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was holden to 
the LORD in Jerusalem. Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, 
and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of 
Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the 
law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the 
LORD. And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the LORD with 
all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of 
Moses; neither after him arose there any like him. Notwithstanding the LORD turned 
not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith His anger was kindled against 
Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked Him withal. And 
the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of My sight, as I have removed Israel, and 
will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My 
name shall be there. 



2 Kings 25:7-11 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the 
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon. 
And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year 
of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a 
servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: And he burnt the house of the LORD, 
and the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house 
burnt he with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the 
guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. Now the rest of the people 
that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with 
the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away. 



2 Kings 6:25-29 And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged 
it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a 
cab of dove's dung for five pieces of silver. And as the king of Israel was passing by 
upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king. And he 
said, If the LORD do not help thee, whence shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or 
out of the winepress? And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she 
answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and 
we will eat my son to morrow. So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto 
her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son. 

Jeremiah 19:9 And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their 
daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and 
straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them. 

Lamentations 2:20 Behold, O LORD, and consider to whom thou hast done this. Shall 
the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long? shall the priest and the 
prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

Lamentations 4:10 The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: 
they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people. 



Deuteronomy 28:53-57 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and 
of thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, 
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee: So that the man that is tender among you, and very 
delicate, his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward 
the remnant of his children which he shall leave: So that he will not give to any of them of the 
flesh of his children whom he shall eat: because he hath nothing left him in the siege, and in the 
straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy gates. The tender and delicate 
woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for 
delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward 
her son, and toward her daughter, And toward her young one that cometh out from between her 
feet, and toward her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things
secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy gates. 

Leviticus 26:29-34 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye 
eat. And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your carcases upon 
the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you. And I will make your cities waste, and 
bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours. And 
I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at 
it. And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land 
shall be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth 
desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths. 



1 Kings 15:11-14 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did
David his father. And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the 
idols that his fathers had made. And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed 
from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her 
idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron. But the high places were not removed: 
nevertheless Asa's heart was perfect with the LORD all his days. 

1 Kings 22:41-43 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the 
fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in all the ways of Asa his 
father; he turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD: nevertheless the high places were not taken away; for the people offered and 
burnt incense yet in the high places. 
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