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1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Moreover, brethren, | declare
unto you the gospel which | preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in
vain. For | delivered unto you first of all that which |
also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures; And that He was buried,
and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures:



Romans 4:24-25 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we
believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification.

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? /t is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us.

Romans 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.



Of all the world's religions, Christianity alone

purports to be based on the resurrection of its divine
founder. No other religion or worldview makes such an
audacious and consequential claim...The resurrection
of Jesus is at the center of the Christian worldview and
Christian devotion. The Gospels do not end with the
death of Jesus but speak of an empty tomb, of His
appearances and of a commission by a risen Jesus.

Douglas Groothuis



1 Corinthians 15:12-18 Now if Christ be preached that
He rose from the dead, how say some among you that
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses
of God; because we have testified of God that He raised
up Christ: whom He raised not up, if so be that the
dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.



John 2:18-21 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What
sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?
Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in
three days | will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six
years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in
three days? But he spake of the temple of his body.

Matthew 12:39-40 But he answered and said unto them, An evil
and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall
no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth.



There are several facts that most historians
agree upon:

1. Jesus C
2. Jesus C

nrist lived and was crucified.
nrist was buried and His tomb was

discovered empty by a group of women.
3. Avariety of witnesses claimed to have met
Jesus after His death.

4. His disc

iples believed that Jesus had been

raised from the dead.
5. The Christian church was established and
grew upon the preaching of His resurrection.
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Matthew 28:1-10 In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for
| know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for
he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and,
behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo,
| have told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with
fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. And as
they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All
hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that
they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.



Mark 16:1-9 And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet
spices, that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in
the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the
sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among
themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of
the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone
was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into the
sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And
he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth,
which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place
where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter
that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him, as
He said unto you. And they went out quickly, and fled from the
sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they
any thing to any man; for they were afraid.



Luke 24:1-11 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which
they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found
the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they
were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them
in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their
faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how He
spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified,
and the third day rise again. And they remembered His words, And
returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the
eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and
Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them,
which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.



John 20:1-9 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the
stone taken away from the sepulchre. Then she runneth, and
cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus
loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out
of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.
Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to
the sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other disciple
did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he
stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet
went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and
went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, And the
napkin, that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes,
but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also that
other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw,
and believed. For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that He
must rise again from the dead.



First Eyewitnesses to the Empty Tomb

Mary Magdalene
Mary, the mother of James and Joseph
Salome, the wife of Zebedee
Joanna, the wife of Chuza
unnamed women

John, son of Zebedee
Simon Peter



SKEPTIC CLAIM: The Wrong Tomb



Matthew 27:57-66 When the even was come, there came a rich man
of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: He
went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded
the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the
door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there was Mary Magdalene,
and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. Now the next
day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember that
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days | will rise
again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the
third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say
unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be
worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your
way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.
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Mark 15:42-47 And now when the even was come, because it was the
preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of
Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the
kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the
body of Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead: and
calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether He had been any
while dead. And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body
to Joseph. And he bought fine linen, and took Him down, and wrapped
Him in the linen, and laid Him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a
rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. And Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where He was laid.



Luke 23:50-56 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a
counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just: (The same had not
consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a
city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. This
man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it
down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was
hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. And that day was
the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on. And the women also,
which came with Him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the
sepulchre, and how His body was laid. And they returned, and
prepared spices and ointments; and rested the Sabbath day according
to the commandment.



John 19:38-42 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might
take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came
therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also
Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then
took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where
He was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new
sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus
therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre
was nigh at hand.



JEWISH CLAIM: The Disciples Stole The Body



Matthew 28:11-15 Now when they were going, behold, some of
the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all
the things that were done. And when they were assembled with
the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the
soldiers, Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him
away while we slept. And if this come to the governor's ears, we
will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, and
did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported
among the Jews until this day.



The Jews or Romans had no motive to steal the body—they
wanted to suppress Christianity, not encourage it by providing it
with an empty tomb.



“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures
on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered
the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous
superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not
only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where
all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find
their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first
made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of
firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort
was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they
were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were
doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination,
when daylight had expired.”

Annals, XV, 44



“l know the resurrection is a fact, and
Watergate proved it to me. How?
Because 12 men testified they had

seen Jesus raised from the dead, then
they proclaimed that truth for 40

years, hever once denying it. Every
onhe was beaten, tortured, stoned and
put in prison. They would not have
endured that if it weren’t true.

Watergate embroiled 12 of the most
powerful men in the world-and they
couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks.
You’re telling me 12 apostles could
keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely
impossible.”

~CHARLES COLSON




There are several facts that most historians
agree upon:

1. Jesus C
2. Jesus C

nrist lived and was crucified.
nrist was buried and His tomb was

discovered empty by a group of women.

3. A variety of witnesses claimed to have met
Jesus after His death.

4. His disciples believed that Jesus had been
raised from the dead.

5. The Christian church was established and
grew upon the preaching of His resurrection.



1 Corinthians 15:3-8 For | delivered unto you
first of all that which | also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures; And that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures: And that He was seen of Cephas,
then of the twelve: After that, He was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom
the greater part remain unto this present, but
some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen
of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all
He was seen of me also, as of one born out of
due time.




Eyewitnesses to the Risen Jesus

Mary Magdalene
Mary, the mother of James and Joseph
Salome, the wife of Zebedee
Joanna, the wife of Chuza
other women

Cleopas and friend
The Apostles
The 500
James
Saul/Paul of Tarsus



Acts 9:1-6 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the
high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he might bring them bound
unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, |
am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do.



3 possible explanations:

They were lying
They hallucinated
They really saw the risen Christ



There are several facts that most historians
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1. Jesus Christ lived and was crucified.

2. Jesus Christ was buried and His tomb was
discovered empty by a group of women.
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Evidences

Change in the Disciples
Change in James, Jude, and Paul
Women Are Recorded As First Witnesses
Multiple Attestations
Faith in the Resurrection Took Root in Jerusalem
Jewish Response Assumes An Empty Tomb
The Center of Church Preaching



It is quite clear that without the belief in the
resurrection, the Christian faith could not have come
into being. The disciples would have remained crushed
and defeated men. Even had they continued to
remember Jesus as their beloved teacher, His
crucifixion would have forever silenced any hopes of
His being the Messiah. The cross would have remained
the sad and shameful end to His career. The origin of
Christianity therefore hinges on the belief of the early
disciples that God had raised Jesus from the dead....
Now the question becomes: What caused that belief?
As R. H. Fuller says, even the most skeptical critic must
presuppose some mysterious X to get the movement
going. But what was that X?...



The mysterious X is still missing. According to C. F. D. Moule of
Cambridge University, here is a belief nothing in terms of previous
historical influences can account for. He points out that we have a
situation in which a large number of people held firmly to this belief,
which cannot be explained in terms of the Old Testament or the
Pharisees, and that these people held onto this belief until the Jews
finally threw them out of the synagogue. According to Professor
Moule, the origin of this belief must have been the fact that Jesus
really did rise from the dead: “If the coming into existence of the
Nazarenes, a phenomenon undeniably attested by the New Testament,
rips a great hole in history, a hole of the size and shape of the
resurrection, what does the secular historian propose to stop it up
with?... The birth and rapid rise of the Christian Church... remain an
unsolved enigma for any historian who refuses to take seriously the
only explanation offered by the Church itself.” The resurrection of Jesus
is therefore the best explanation for the origin of the Christian faith.

Dr. William Lane Craig



Further, every book of the New Testament is based upon the
conviction that Christ rose from the dead. If He never did, why
were those twenty-seven books written in the first place? And
why would the apostles face the hostility and persecution of the
Jewish leaders by attempting to found a new movement based
on the teachings of a condemned criminal? Why would they
continue to follow and speak about a man who was obviously a
fraud or worse, in a man who made predictions about His own
resurrection from the dead that never came true?

Finally, on what basis would the apostles proclaim this same
dead person—who did not resurrect—as God, when their entire
religious training had taught them, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God is one Lord”? In other words, what would cause devout
Jews to widely preach blasphemies that went against the entire
grain of their personal religious convictions, unless it were the
resurrection?

Dr. John Weldon



“I have spent more than 42 years as a defense trial lawyer
appearing in many parts of the world and am still in active
practice. | have been fortunate to secure a number of successes
in jury trials and | say unequivocally the evidence for the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels
acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room for
doubt.”

Sir Lionel Luckhoo

Guinness Book of World Records holder for 245 consecutive defense murder trial
acquittals



@ Brian C. Hoeck
W/ Apr9at9:56 AM - YouTube - @

Is Christianity true? If Jesus didn't rise from the dead,
then my faith is false. But if He did rise, then
Christianity is indeed true!

Skeptical? Here's your opportunity to prove the truth --
investigate His resurrection.

Many skeptics and atheists before you have sought to
disprove Christianity, and in the process, they came to
faith because of their investigations.

Here's a brief video from one of them to get you
started:

youtube.com

Lee Strobel The Case for Christ



Q Brian C. Hoeck
¥/ Jul12,2019 Q@
If Christianity is True, Everything Else is False

“and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching
is vain, your faith also is vain."

Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth owns the fact that
without Christ’s resurrection, our faith is misguided.
He even suggests that he and others who testify to
this are false prophets if indeed the Father did not
raise Jesus.

However, if Jesus did rise, then those who testify on
His behalf are spreading truth. Furthermore, the truth
is absolute, meaning that if Christianity is true, all other
religions are false - Islam is not true. Hinduism is not
true. Judaism is not true. And, of course, atheism is
also false. The foundations of Christianity are built on
the truth of the resurrection but the foundations of all
other religions, including atheism and belief in
evolution, rely on the resurrection being untrue.

Jews do not believe that Jesus was the Messiah, and
while they acknowledge His death on the cross, they
do not believe in His resurrection. Muslims agree that
Jesus was a prophet and miracle worker, but they do
not believe Jesus died on the cross rather, Allah
removed Jesus and placed someone else in his stead.
Atheists don't believe in any God much less Jesus.

If the Father did raise Jesus, then everyone else's
preaching is in vain and they are false prophets.
Christianity and Judaism cannot be true at the same
time. Either Jesus was resurrected or He wasn't.

Christianity and Islam cannot be true at the same time.
Either Allah spared Him from crucifixion, or Jesus died
and the Father raised Him. Both can't be true.
Christianity and Atheism cannot be true at the same
time. Either Jesus is Lord or He is not.

When speaking with non-believers, there are many
arguments you can present, but ultimately, the dagger
for us or them, is the validity of Jesus' resurrection.

Why should you believe in the resurrection? |
encourage you to watch one or all of the following:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkxb09pyZwM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NAOc6ctw1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmEFiXguwkg

youtube.com

Lee Strobel The Case for Christ



1 Corinthians 15:20-26 But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept. For
since by man came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his
own order: Christ the Firstfruits; afterward they that
are Christ's at His coming. Then cometh the end, when
He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even
the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For He must reign, till He hath put
all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death.
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