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Understanding the Bible:

The Minor Prophets
part 3



The Minor Prophets

Hosea – ca 758-722 BC

Joel – ca 790-760 BC? ca 590 BC?

Amos – ca 760 BC

Obadiah – ca 586 BC

Jonah – ca 780 BC

Micah – ca 725-701 BC

Nahum – ca 663-612 BC

Habakkuk – ca 612-599 BC

Zephaniah – ca 630 BC

Haggai – ca 520 BC

Zechariah – ca 520 BC

Malachi – ca 430 BC



Micah
ca 725-701 BC

Judgment And Hope



Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and 
Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah 26:18-19 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion 
shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of a forest. 19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him 
at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented 
Him of the evil which He had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil 
against our souls. 



KEY VERSES:

Micah 4:1-4 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people 
shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And he shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig 
tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it. 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. 

Micah 6:6-8 Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I 
come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? 

Micah 7:18-20 Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He 
delighteth in mercy. 19 He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our 
iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 20 Thou wilt perform the truth 
to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old. 



1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope

Micah



1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
1:2-8 Samaria Will Be Leveled

1:9 Jerusalem Will Fall
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment

2:1-2 They Plot Evil And Cheat And Take
2:3-5 God Plots Vengeance And Will Take From Them

2:6-7 They Refuse Reproof And Blame God
2:8-9 They Steal And Steal And Cheat
2:10-11 God Pronounces Judgment

2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope
3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons

4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King
6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem

7:1-7 Micah’s Lament
7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
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Micah 2:12 I, the Lord, promise to bring together the people of Israel who have survived.
I will gather them, just as a shepherd brings sheep together, and there will be many. 13 I 
will break down the gate and lead them out—then I will be their king.



1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

2:12 God Will Gather His People Israel, They Will Be Many
2:13 He Will Lead Them From Captivity And Be Their King

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
3:1-4 Shepherds Or Butchers?
3:5-7 Lying Prophets For Profit

3:8-12 Corrupt Leaders Bring Judgment On Jerusalem
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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Micah 4:1 In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house will be the highest of all— 
the most important place on earth. It will be raised above the other hills, and people from 
all over the world will stream there to worship. 2 People from many nations will come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacob’s God. 
There He will teach us His ways, and we will walk in His paths.” For the Lord’s teaching will 
go out from Zion; His word will go out from Jerusalem. 3 The Lord will mediate between 
peoples and will settle disputes between strong nations far away. They will hammer their 
swords into plowshares  and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will no longer fight 
against nation, nor train for war anymore. 4 Everyone will live in peace and prosperity,    
enjoying their own grapevines and fig trees, for there will be nothing to fear. The Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies has made this promise! 5 Though the nations around us follow their 
idols, we will follow the Lord our God forever and ever.



Micah 4:9 “In that coming day,” says the Lord, “I will gather together those who are lame,    
those who have been exiles, and those whom I have filled with grief. 7 Those who are 
weak will survive as a remnant; those who were exiles will become a strong nation. Then 
I, the Lord, will rule from Jerusalem as their king forever.” 8 As for you, Jerusalem, the 
citadel of God’s people, your royal might and power will come back to you again. The 
kingship will be restored to My precious Jerusalem. 9 But why are you now screaming in 
terror? Have you no king to lead you? Have your wise people all died? Pain has gripped 
you like a woman in childbirth. 10 Writhe and groan like a woman in labor, you people of 
Jerusalem, for now you must leave this city to live in the open country. You will soon be 
sent in exile to distant Babylon. But the Lord will rescue you there; He will redeem you 
from the grip of your enemies.



Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people 
of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on 
My behalf. 3 The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in 
labor gives birth. Then at last His fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own 
land. 4 And He will stand to lead His flock with the Lord’s strength, in the majesty of the 
name of the Lord His God. Then His people will live there undisturbed, for He will be 
highly honored around the world. 5  And He will be the source of peace.



1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

4:1-4 The Mountain Of YHVH Will Be Exalted & All Nations Will Join In
4:6-8 Outcasts Will Be Gathered, The Weak Will Be Strong

 4:9-10 From Distress To Deliverance
4:11-13 From Conquered To Conquerors

5:1-6 The Ruled Become Ruler
5:7-9 The Remnant Will Cover The Earth Like Dew

5:10-15 Corruption Will Be Uprooted
6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem

7:1-7 Micah’s Lament
7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
6:1-2 Israel Is Called To Court

6:3-5 God Is Not At Fault
6:6-7 We’re Very Religious – What More Does God Want?

6:8 God Wants Justice, Kindness, And Humility
6:9-16 God Denounces Their Injustice

7:1-7 Micah’s Lament
7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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Micah 7:1 How miserable I am! I feel like the fruit picker after the harvest who can find 
nothing to eat. Not a cluster of grapes or a single early fig can be found to satisfy my 
hunger. 2 The godly people have all disappeared; not one honest person is left on the 
earth. They are all murderers, setting traps even for their own brothers. 3 Both their 
hands are equally skilled at doing evil! Officials and judges alike demand bribes. The 
people with influence get what they want, and together they scheme to twist justice.
4 Even the best of them is like a brier; the most honest is as dangerous as a hedge of 
thorns. But your judgment day is coming swiftly now. Your time of punishment is here, a 
time of confusion. 5 Don’t trust anyone—not your best friend or even your wife! 6 For the 
son despises his father. The daughter defies her mother. The daughter-in-law defies her 
mother-in-law. Your enemies are right in your own household!

Micah 7:7 As for me, I look to the Lord for help. I wait confidently for God to save me, and 
my God will certainly hear me.



1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:1-4 There Is None Good, No, Not One
7:5-6 Even Family Cannot Be Trusted

7:7 Only God Is Trustworthy And Faithful
7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
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1:1-16 First Series Of Threats (Against Samaria & Jerusalem)
2:1-11 The Reasons For Judgment
2:12-13 The First Word Of Hope

3:1-12 Second Series Of Threats And Reasons
4:1-5:15 Second Word Of Hope: God’s Messianic Kingdom & King

6:1-16 Third Word Of Threat: God’s Case Against Jerusalem
7:1-7 Micah’s Lament

7:8-20 Third Word Of Hope
7:8-10 Rejoicing Enemies Will Be Put To Shame
7:11-13 Jerusalem Anew! The Nations Will Join

7:14-17 The Lord Our Shepherd
7:18-20 God Is Good!

Micah



Micah 7:8 Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I fall, I will rise again. Though I sit in 
darkness, the Lord will be my light. 9 I will be patient as the Lord punishes me, for I have sinned 
against Him. But after that, He will take up my case and give me justice for all I have suffered 
from my enemies. The Lord will bring me into the light, and I will see His righteousness. 10 
Then my enemies will see that the Lord is on my side. They will be ashamed that they taunted 
me, saying, “So where is the Lord—that God of yours?” With my own eyes I will see their 
downfall; they will be trampled like mud in the streets. 11 In that day, Israel, your cities will be 
rebuilt, and your borders will be extended. 12 People from many lands will come and honor 
you—from Assyria all the way to the towns of Egypt, from Egypt all the way to the Euphrates 
River, and from distant seas and mountains. 13 But the land will become empty and desolate 
because of the wickedness of those who live there. 14 O Lord, protect Your people with Your 
shepherd’s staff; lead Your flock, Your special possession. Though they live alone in a thicket on 
the heights of Mount Carmel, let them graze in the fertile pastures of Bashan and Gilead as 
they did long ago. 15 “Yes,” says the Lord, “I will do mighty miracles for you, like those I did 
when I rescued you from slavery in Egypt.”16 All the nations of the world will stand amazed at 
what the Lord will do for you. They will be embarrassed at their feeble power. They will cover 
their mouths in silent awe, deaf to everything around them. 17 Like snakes crawling from their 
holes, they will come out to meet the Lord our God. They will fear Him greatly,    trembling in 
terror at His presence. 18 Where is another God like You, who pardons the guilt of the 
remnant, overlooking the sins of His special people? You will not stay angry with Your people 
forever, because You delight in showing unfailing love. 19 Once again You will have compassion 
on us. You will trample our sins under your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean! 
20 You will show us Your faithfulness and unfailing love as You promised to our ancestors 
Abraham and Jacob long ago.
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