REVIVING YOUR t HRISTIAN FAITH




Unleavened




Matthew 23:25-28 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that
the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.



Indwelling sin continues to live in believers in some measure and
degree while we are in this world. We should not speak as though
we had already attained, or were already perfect (Phil. 3:12). Our
inner nature is being renewed day by day (Il Cor. 4:16), and while
we are here, we know only in part (I Cor. 13:12). There is a
remaining darkness to be gradually removed by our growth in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (Il Peter 3:18). We have a body
of death (Romans 7:24) from which we are not delivered but by
the (physical) death of our bodies (Phil. 3:21). It is our duty to
mortify, to be killing the sin while it is in us. We must be at this
work. He that is appointed to kill an enemy, has only done half his
work if he quits before the enemy is dead (Gal. 6:9; Heb. 12:1; 1|
Cor. 7:1).

John Owen
The Mortification of Sin



Romans 7:15-17 For | don't know what | am doing. For | don't
practice what | desire to do; but what | hate, that | do. But if what |
don't desire, that | do, | consent to the law that it is good. So now
it is no more | that do it, but sin which dwells in me.

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.



James 4:1 Where do wars and fightings among you
come from? Don't they come from your pleasures that
war in your members?



The Cause of War

We hold two truths:
1) Sin is initially pleasurable

2) Sins hurts, destroys, & kills



Why Sin?
1. By comparison, they all seem small.

2. 1 think | can play with the fire and then put out the flame.

3. Surely my merciful God will just forgive my sins, even while
| continue in them.

4. | don’t hate my sin the way God hates it.

5. I actually like my sin.



James 1:13-16 Let no man say when he is tempted, | am
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth He any man: But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust
[epithumia], and enticed [deleazo]. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved
brethren.



1939. epithumia
from 1937; a longing (especially for what is forbidden):--
concupiscence, desire, lust (after).

1937. epithumeo
from 1909 and 2372; to set the heart upon, i.e. long for (rightfully
or otherwise):--covet, desire, would fain, lust (after).

1185. deleazo
from the base of 1388; to entrap, i.e. (figuratively) delude:--allure,

beguile, entice.



James 1:14-15 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it

bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.

4815. sullambano
from 4862 and 2983; to clasp, i.e. seize (arrest, capture); specially, to conceive
(literally or figuratively); by implication, to aid:--catch, conceive, help, take.



DEFY OR DEIFY



Why is Worship the Issue?

Worship is the ongoing activity of the heart. We are always
worshipping.

Anything that replaces Christ as most important in our lives
has become a “God-replacement,” or an idol. An idol does
not have to be a statue, it can be an “idol of the heart”
(Ezekiel 14:1-7)

Our sinful hearts love to exchange the worship of Christ for
an idol (Romans 1:18-25)

Do you know your idols?



Psalms 119:133 Establish my footsteps in Your word. Don't let any
iniquity have dominion over me.

Psalms 119:11 | have hidden Your word in my heart, That | might
not sin against you.



Romans 6:12-13 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not
give in to its lustful desires. Do not let any part of your body
become a tool of wickedness, to be used for sinning. Instead, give
yourselves completely to God since you have been given new life.
And use your whole body as a tool to do what is right for the glory
of God.



James 4:6-10 ...God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to
you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye
double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your
laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you
up.



Colossians 3:1-5 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in
glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,
and covetousness, which is idolatry:



Romans 8:13-14 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of

God.




Romans 8:13-14 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of

God.




Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts.

Galatians 5:16 This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh.



If you have been truly born again you have a new and holy nature, and you are
no longer moved towards sinful objects as you were before. The things that you
once loved you now hate, and therefore you will not run after them. You can
hardly understand it but so it is, that your thoughts and tastes are radically
changed. You long for that very holiness which once it was irksome to hear of;
and you loathe those vain pursuits which were once your delights. The man
who puts his trust in the Lord sees the pleasures of sin in a new light. For he
sees the evil which follows them by noting the agonies which they brought
upon our Lord when He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. Without
faith a man says to himself, "This sin is a very pleasant thing, why should | not
enjoy it? Surely | may eat this fruit, which looks so charming and is so much to
be desired." The flesh sees honey in the drink, but faith at once perceives that
there is poison in the cup. Faith spies the snake in the grass and gives warning
of it. Faith remembers death, judgment, the great reward, the just punishment
and that dread word, eternity.

- C.H. Spurgeon



Put Off / Put On



Colossians 3:8-14 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie
not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with
his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in
knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do
ve. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond
of perfectness.



Ephesians 4:22-32 That ye put off concerning the former conversation
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be
renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 25
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry, and sin
not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give place to
the devil. 28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give
to him that needeth. 29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of
your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hearers. 30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 31 Let all
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice: 32 And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you.



Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do
not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

Luke 12:34-36 For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also. Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;
And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he
will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh,
they may open unto him immediately.



...you must make every effort to supplement your faith with moral
character, your moral character with knowledge, your knowledge
with self-control, your self-control with endurance, your
endurance with godliness, your godliness with brotherly kindness,
and your brotherly kindness with love. For if you possess these
qgualities, and if they continue to increase among you, they will
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in attaining a
full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:5-8



Romans 12:1-2 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable,

and perfect, will of God.



Indeed, the will of God Is:

good, and acceptable, and perfect...

Romans 12:1-2



If we accept the fact that God is good — two results will
follow:

(1) we can surrender to God without reservations of fear
of being ripped off

(2) we will thirst for change



You Choose
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